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Editorial 


A CurisTIAN ruler of a great nation, in commenting on one of 
the constituent Movements of the Federation, made the significant 
remark, “The most remarkable thing about this Movement is how 
little its leaders and members seem to realize the wonderful power 
they possess in having at their disposal such an organization.” 
With much greater pertinence and force might this revealing and 
stimulating observation be applied to the World’s Student Chris- 
tian Federation as a whole. The current number of The Student 
World, which commemorates the founding of the Federation 
thirty years ago, is devoted to estimates of notable contributions 
made by the Federation during the first generation of its life, and 
indications of vital points on which chief emphasis may well be 
placed in the years right ahead. One cannot read this symposium 
unmoved. On almost every page he will find evidences of the 
work of the life-giving Spirit, and there will open before him 
vistas into the larger things which God has prepared for the 
Christian students of the world. It is hoped that the study—not 
simply the cursory reading—of these interpretations may in some 
measure serve the high purpose of giving the workers in all parts 
of this world-wide student fellowship a far more profound 
realization of the limitless possibilities of the Federation. 

Surely the man who would to-day place a limit upon the 
creative potentialities of the Federation and the possible outreach 
of its influence, is lacking in discernment, vision, and faith. 

Where would men place such a limit? 
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Not in the purpose and programme of the Federation; for they 
are as wide, deep, and pregnant as the Gospel of Christ in its 
application to student life and relationships. 

Not in the field of the Federation ; for that embraces the student — 
communities of the entire world—communities which have ever 
furnished a disproportionately large share of leaders in the realm 
of thought and action. 

Not in the times; for when has there been a moment which has 
presented to undergraduates so many open doors, such great and 
emergent issues, such stern demands on thought life, and such 
inspiring challenges to the unselfish and heroic? 

Not in the latent energies of the present and oncoming genera- ~ 
tion of students; for throughout the world there are multiplying 
signs of their undreamt of capacities of vision, loyalty, spirit of 
adventure, and sacrificial devotion to great causes and to the 
triumphant Lord. 

Above all, not in the invisible, super-human resources; for to 
every Movement.and to every sincere and devoted student these 
are available, accessible, inexhaustible. In Him—the living and 
creative God—the Federation must ever live, and move, and have 
its being. 


In accordance with action of the Executive Committee at its 
meeting held near Geneva last April, and on recommendation of 
the Editor, The Student World, beginning with the next number, 
that of January, 1926, will be published at Geneva, Switzerland, 
the Headquarters of the Federation. Present subscribers will 
receive future issues of the magazine from the new publication 
office in Geneva. 


1925 


Lessons Learned in Forty Years of Work in 
Helping to Establish and Develop National 
and International Student Christian 
Movements 
By Joun R. Morr 


Ir has been my good fortune to be related closely and actively for 
forty years to the various processes involved in planting and 
developing Christian organizations of students—first, for three 
years as an undergraduate in vital relation to the Christian Asso- 
ciation in a large university; next, for seven years concentrating 
on the expansion and upbuilding of the Student Christian Move- 
ment of the United States and Canada; and subsequently, for 
thirty years sustaining an official relationship to the World’s 
Student Christian Federation. Serving as General Secretary of 
the Federation from its beginning in 1895 to 1920, and since then 
as its Chairman, has kept me in somewhat intimate touch with 
virtually all the national and international societies of Christian 
students. Such a period of observation and of work in all parts 
of the world should afford lessons revealing what is transitory and 
what is abiding. 
Jesus Christ: the Enduring Foundation 

The lesson of supreme importance is that genuine and unflinch- 
ing devotion to Jesus Christ as Lord is the only sure foundation 
for a Movement bearing the Christian name and seeking to realize 
the Christian programme. This means nothing less than the cor- 
porate acceptance of His Gospel, His methods, and His attitude— 
the willingness to accompany Him in His way of life. The battle 
involved in adherence to this principle has been fought all over 
the student world. Countless experiments have been tried. In 
every case where the principle has been compromised, minimized, 
or obscured, the results have sooner or later proved to be disap- 
pointing if not disastrous. On the other hand, the Movements 
that have held this principle in true prominence and have magni- 
fied in their basis, message, programme, and activity, the pri- 
macy and supremacy of Christ, the Divine Lord and Redeemer, 
have shown continuing energy and lasting results. 
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Creative Groups 


The history of every national Movement illustrates the value 
of group fellowship and group action. Long before the Federa- 
tion was formed or any of its constituent members organized 
this method had a unique place in the life of the Christian 
Church. It was honoured by the practice of Christ and of His 
apostles, and in every subsequent century there have been inspir- 
ing examples showing what God can do through little bands 
of men and women fused together by a common unselfish ambi- 
tion. Those Movements, therefore, which in furthering their 
purpose have made largest use of bands of kindred spirits have 
succeeded in permeating student life most widely and deeply with 
Christian influence. Such group thinking, group fellowship, and 
group intercession have accomplished wonders in mutual enrich- 
ment and inspiration, as well as in creative power. 


International Interdependence 


One of the great lessons taught by the World’s Student 
Christian Federation year by year has been the progressive 
revelation of the interdependence and mutual obligations of all of 
its constituent members. A most fascinating and instructive chap- 
ter in its life is that which deals with the far-reaching influence 
exerted not only by the Movements of the larger nations but also 
by those of the smaller countries. In fact, some of the most 
obscure and least-known organizations have been most prolific 
in new ideas and most potent in spiritual impulses. Attention 
should be called to two mistakes which have been made by cer- 
tain Movements. One has been the failure to recognize that they 
have much to learn from the experience and much to receive from 
contact with the life of the Student Movements of other countries 
and races. Wherever an organization has thus isolated itself, it 
has suffered impoverishment and has lived a relatively contracted 
life. The other mistake is the failure of a Movement to recognize 
its obligation to place its experience and resources at the service 
of other Movements. 


Vigilant Supervision 


Experience has. shown .beyond doubt that constant, vigilant 
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supervision is essential to ensure the symmetrical development and 
continuous helpfulness of any Student Movement, whether local, 
national, or international. This means that there must be super- 
visory committees representative in character and composed of 
members of real capacity and influence, and that these committees 
meet regularly and take their task seriously. Another factor in 
ensuring thorough supervision is the employment of full-time 
secretaries. There has been developed throughout the student 
world during the past four decades a new profession—one which 
has enlisted many of the finest personalities among successive 
generations of students, and which has required and called forth 
all their powers. The contrast in relative productivity and influ- 
ence of student Christian organizations having able committees 
and full-time, paid secretaries and of those which have not such 
provision for the conduct of their work, is most marked. No 
organization maintains itself at a higher level than its leaders. 
All experience, therefore, enforces the wisdom of filling the 
various key positions in a Christian organization with truly first- 
rate men, of giving them special training, and of affording them 
every facility for their work. 


The Enlistment of the New Generation 


Leaders who usurp the rights of the members, however, do not 
build enduring movements. One secret of maintaining the interest 
and vitality of a Movement is that of constantly weaving the new 
generation into its membership, activities, and leadership. The 
various parts of the Federation have, at their best, ever been em- 
phatically youth movements. Wherever the initiative and control 
pass into the hands of graduates, professors, and paid secre- 
taries, as contrasted with the undergraduates themselves, there is 
a noticeable lack of vigour, spontaneity, contagious enthusiasm, 
and willingness to change, of the forward-looking spirit and the 
courage to adventure. It is true that the democratic policy of 
student control and direction results at times in certain mistakes 
being made, due to inexperience and lack of knowledge, but at all 
costs there must be growth in sense of responsibility and in 
capacity to lead. My many years’ experience with the multitudes 
of undergraduates of all lands has led me to trust them with 
heavy responsibilities. Under such conditions seldom have they 
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failed to justify or surpass one’s expectations. One reason that 


certain National Student Movements and local Associations are. 


not expanding more widely, and affecting more profoundly the 
student life, lies right here in the failure of the senior or older 
men to relinquish the reins more largely to the new generation. 


The Challenge to Heroism 


We need not try to smooth the way for youth. It is easier to 
enlist Christian students in large and difficult undertakings than 
to interest them in relatively small and easy programmes. This 
has been illustrated again and again in the hardest and most 


baffling situations. It explains the success and fruitfulness of ~ 


nation-wide campaigns of personal and social evangelism in Japan, 
China, and other lands, the marvelous sacrificial offerings of ser- 
vice and of money in connection with student friendship funds 
during the War, the wonderful response and far-reaching influ- 
ence of the European Student Relief in the post-war period. It 
throws light on the power exerted over thousands of students by 
the Watchword of the Student Volunteer Movement. The 
reasons are not far to seek. Such-great enterprises appeal to the 
strongest personalities. They call out the latent energies of young 
men and young women. They throw students back upon God, 
serve to deepen acquaintance with Him, and lead to manifesta- 
tions of superhuman power. 

The heroic appeal calls forth the heroic response. This has 
been confirmed on a world-wide scale by the thirty or more 
years of experience of the Student Volunteer Movement. Every 
travelling secretary of this Movement has again and again proved 
the truth of the fact that when he presented to students the choice 
between self-interest and self-sacrifice, they chose the latter. 
This explains why such a large number of Volunteers have offered 
themselves for some of the most difficult, dangerous, and neglected 
fields. The same principle has been illustrated also with refer- 
ence to the conquest of difficult local university situations and in 
effecting social transformations in other communities. The Rus- 
sian Movement is itself a monument to the power of the applica- 
tion of the principle of sacrifice. In the face of opposition, perse- 
cution, and, at times, danger to life itself, this Movement ex- 
panded and accomplished an intensive work, the effects of which 
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will never die. Sacrifice seems to be the law of growth, vigorous 
life, and propagation. I believe this so strongly that I hardly 
look for any large or permanent fruitage in a Christian student 
society where this law is not made operative in the lives of leaders 
and members. 


Christian Strategy 


In no field more than that of the Student Christian Movement is 
it necessary that the leaders employ strategy. What is strategy? 
It is the science which enables one with relatively small numbers 
to accomplish results ordinarily achieved only, if at all, by large 
numbers. It involves primarily wisdom and care in ordering our 
available forces so as to gain full advantage of the place, the 
time, and the conditions of the battle. In most of the universities 
and national student fields the available forces in men and money 
are too often pitifully inadequate to the great ends to be achieved. 
This is accentuated by the brief time limit, for in student com- 
munities the population is constantly shifting. Schools, colleges, 
and universities are emphatically strategic places, because they 
are the generating grounds of leadership for so many spheres 
of human activity. Leaders of Christian work among students 
need to be strategists not only in the sense of recognizing that 
they are stationed at strategic places, but also in the sense that 
there are strategic personalities in every student community. Cer- 
tain students and professors, because of their qualities and influ- 
ence socially, intellectually, or otherwise, exert an enormous in- 
fluence. If they are won to the Christian cause, they, out of 
proportion to their number, facilitate greatly winning the atten- 
tion and interest of others. Then there are strategic times— 
times which taken advantage of make possible the achievement 
of results otherwise not accomplished, it may be, in long periods 
of exacting labour; for example, the time to attach students to 
the cause of Christ is when they come up as freshmen, or, 
better still, as some Movements have discovered, even in their 
schoolboy days. 


First Things First 


In work like that of any one of the Student Movements, 
abounding in pressing needs and inspiring opportunities, the 
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leaders must make a constant study of priorities. Seldom can 
we do all that needs to be done. We cannot respond favourably 
to all the demands made upon us by others. We cannot do all 
that we ourselves most desire to see accomplished. Therefore, we 
are driven to make choices and decisions. In such an undertaking 
it is not a choice between good and evil; but from the good, the 
better, and the best. 

Vital processes should always have right of way. What is 
meant by the vital processes? Among them, surely, as the his- 
tory of the work of Christ among students in all lands indicates, 
are the following: (1) Relating students to Jesus Christ, the 
Fountain Head of spiritual vitality. If students are exposed to 
Him through open-minded, reverent, scientifically thorough study 
of the Scripture records, He will make His own impression, and 
experience shows that it is a profound and ineffaceable, because 
superhuman, impression. In view of the ever-increasing flood of 
fascinating and convincing testimony as to the dynamic and trans- 
forming power of the study of these writings by students singly 
and in groups, and in large open forums, under wise and sympa- 
thetic guidance, is it not strange that the lesson is not taken 
more seriously to heart by leaders of Christian unions in some 
of our universities? (2) The discipline of prayer and the prac- 
tice of intercession. One of my deepest and ever-deepening con- 
victions as the years have unfolded is that, if, in our Christian 


work in the colleges and in our outside contacts, we are to be 


Christ-like toward men, we must with reference to this vital 
matter of intercession become more Christ-like toward God. 
The greatest achievements in the world-wide Student Movement 
(and these have been significant and widely scattered throughout 
the nations) have been grounded in prayer. {Of this there can be 
no question on the part of those who in the study of causes have 
penetrated beneath the surface. (3) Augmenting the leadership 
of the Christian forces. Reference has already been made to the 
supreme importance of an adequate leadership of the Student 
Christian Movements locally and nationally. If this be true, what 
more productive work is there than that of multiplying the num- 
ber of workers and leaders? These are only three of what is 
meant by vital processes. It is significant that all of them have 
their warrant and best illustration in Christ Himself. 
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The Virtue of Work 


Wise strategy increases the effect of our labours but there is 
no substitute for unremitting industry. In building a strong and 
effective Student Movement, whether in one university or in a 
national student field, nothing can take the place of hard work. 
Unless one finds at least a small group who are ready to toil ter- 
ribly, there is little ground to expect the overcoming of the 
obstacles in the pathway of making the principles and spirit of 
Jesus Christ dominant in student life and relationships. It would’ 
be difficult to name a national student field, or even a single uni- 
versity, which ever opened to the Christian programme, or was 
transformed religiously, apart from intense, well-directed, per- 
sistent effort. Take any one of the great advances made in the 
life of the world-wide work of Christ among students, whether in 
the realm of evangelism, Bible study propaganda, arousing inter- 
est in the social problems, enlisting the lives of workers for unself- 
ish causes, or bringing about moral awakenings and reforms, and 
you will find that, so far as the human factor is concerned, 
groups, or at times great companies of students, were bringing to 
bear their best thought and vital forces. With reference to the 
secretaries of Christian Movements, I have often said that no 
Movement can be adequately led from an office chair. The secre- 
tary, like the general, must go on the battlefield and identify him- 
self with his men in their labours, their adventures, and their 
perils. 


Loyalty and Charity 


Loyalty is the cardinal virtue in the Christian worker. I have 
come to believe this so strongly that for a number of years in 
choosing men for important positions, and in advancing or pro- 
moting men in Christian service, I have placed this qualification 
first. Is it not true that Jesus Christ honoured this trait most 
highly of all? (1) Loyalty to guiding principles. No man can 
be a far-sighted and reliable leader who has not thought out and 
adopted certain principles which, in the light of calm reason and 
attested experience, have been proved to be dependable. Such a 
man is never caught off his guard. He is not the creature of 
sudden emergency and changeable emotion. (2) Loyalty to his 
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fellows. When I find a man apologizing for his religion, his 
family, his college, or any other worthy group to which he belongs, 
I make up my mind that there is a seam of weakness in his char- 
acter and that he lacks the solid foundation on which to build a 
truly great superstructure. (3) Above all, loyalty to Jesus 
Christ as Lord. This is absolutely basic. It is not strange that on 
this central fact He built His Church. 

Hand in hand with loyalty there must be a genuinely positive 
tolerance, not a tolerance that avoids doing evil but one that 
seeks to keep open every road to fellowship. Christian institu- 
tions that run exclusively to one type have ever been greatly 
limited in usefulness. Individuals who maintain spiritual exclu- 
siveness never see the splendid richness of human life, and never 
understand the breadth of God’s mercy. 

In relation to the students of other faiths, extended and varied 
experience of different Student Movements has shown the wisdom 
of maintaining an attitude that is positive, constructive, irenic, 
and appreciative, as contrasted with one that is purely negative, 
destructive, militant, and unsympathetic. This always results in 
multiplying points of favourable contact and in generating an 
atmosphere of larger understanding in which the truth is most 
readily ascertained and most gladly obeyed. The Student Move- 
ment thus, like its Lord, comes not to destroy but to fulfill—to 
build on truth wherever found and to fill it with larger content 
and significance. Where this attitude and spirit are best illus- 
trated in message and method the Christ-ward movement among 
students of other religions, or among those of no religious affilia- 
tion, has markedly increased. 


The Unifying Power of Christ 


One of the most impressive lessons in the life of the Federation 
has been that, if Christ be lifted up, He draws men toward one 
another as well as unto Himself. Every Federation Conference 
and meeting of the General Committee is a demonstration of His 
unifying power. In these days characterized by such an alarm- 
ing development of the divisive forces and the increase in social, 
religious, international, and inter-racial misunderstandings, bit- 
terness, and strife, this contribution of the world-wide Student 
Christian Movement in uniting in quest for truth, in fellowship in 
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the realm of life’s deepest experiences, and in common warfare 
against the great enemies of the well-being of mankind, the future 
leaders of all Christian bodies and of all social, national, and racial 
groups, is of the largest and most hopeful prophetic significance. 


Growth and Service 


A Student Christian Movement and, therefore, its leaders must 
at all costs preserve the power of growth. This lesson has been 
enforced by experiences favourable and unfavourable in every 
land. At the present time it is imperatively important that it be 
taken much to heart. There is serious ground for raising the 
question as to whether the content, thought basis, and grasp of 
faith of Student Movement leaders, and the reality, vitality, and 
richness of their personal religious experience are keeping pace 
with the widening of opportunity, the perfection of organization, 
and the quickening of the pace of activity. The danger on every 
hand is lest Christian organization and activity be produced faster 
than Christian experience and Christian faith. How essential, 
therefore, in every Movement those practices which facilitate the 
deepening of spiritual life—going apart with God and His truth 
for purposes of spiritual realization and spiritual renewal. 

Even this is not enough. There is no spiritual growth without 
service. No Christian Student Movement should or even can 
live unto itself. Its very genius is that of unselfishness expressed 
in service. Every organization bearing the name of Christ, and 
pre-eminently in institutions of higher learning, requires for the 
accomplishment of its true mission that its members have oppor- 
tunities for expression in the service of others. In other words, 
there must be an outlet for growing religious knowledge, en- 
riched religious feeling, and strengthened religious purpose; other- 
wise religion becomes formal and character becomes untrue. 
Herein we recognize the advantages possessed by Movements 
which have preserved a close relation to the programme of the 
Churches and of the various denominational and interdenomina- 
tional agencies of the Churches. Those Movements which lose 
themselves by placing their knowledge, experience, methods, and 
trained leadership at the service of the community and the nation 
through such channels find themselves in larger influence and 


productiveness. 
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These are among the more important convictions, growing 
stronger with the years, as I have reflected upon my contacts and 
experiences in connection with the planting and evolution of the 
various national Student Christian Movements, and the founding 
and development of the World’s Student Christian Federation. 
It is my earnest belief that, if these lessons are borne in mind 
and resolutely applied, the achievements of the Federation and of 
its constituent national members during the first thirty years of 
its life will prove to be relatively but a preparation for immeasur- 
ably greater and more significant service in the years immediately 
before us. We have only begun to awaken to the limitless possi- 
bilities of this union of the Christian student forces of all Com- 
munions, nations, and races. 


Whence and Whither? 
On the Thirtieth Anniversary of the World’s 
Student Christian Federation 


By V. F. MartsInKovsky 


(Translation from the Russian) 


Ir we wish to make a fundamental appraisal of a present and 
future course, we must recall how and where we began our 
journey. Having traversed thirty years of experience, it is time 
to look back and turn toward the beginning of our Movement. 
What aims, ideals, and purposes inspired us then? 

Recall “your first love is 

We began then a Christian movement, a movement with Christ 
in life. 
The Raison d’Etre of the Russian Movement 

It was my good fortune to join our Movement in Russia in 
1904, experiencing, thanks to it, conversion to Christ. JI remember 
the appeal of P. N. Nicolay (the father of our Movement), ad- 
dressed to Russian students in the keynote ‘Back to the Gospel!” 
Back to the pure original sources of Christianity, freed from all 
subsequent accretions which have hidden the shining face of 
Christ, freed from all human interpretations and distortions which 
have drowned out the Word of God. In this appeal there was an 
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irresistible charm for the soul of the Russian student, so readily 
fired with enthusiasm and self-negation. In fact, in the teaching 
of the Word of God the historical raison d’étre of the Movement 
was and is to be found. This was not the first time that the free 
and virile teaching of this Word has served as a corrective influence 
for Churches and society, as they have begun to slumber on the 
cushion of official theology and governmental self-satisfaction. 
It was not for the first time, either, that the two-edged sword 
of the Word of God was drawn from its sheath. And it has 
sought worthy lips and a heart full of fire and inspiration. And 
it seemed now to have found such a mouthpiece in the student 
youth. We students filled the auditoriums and tried to catch 
every word of the speaker, because those words had in them the 
divine revelation, high as the heavens, bright as the sun, and 
powerful as life. The word of God was not lowered to the 
level of our tastes, nor darkened like the sun when viewed 
through clouded glasses. It sounded clear and definite and, 
therefore, moved the will—for “If the trumpet give an uncer- 
tain sound who shall prepare himself to the battle?’ The soul 
ascended to the mountains of high idealism, but this idealism 
did not present itself as an unfulfillable duty or a Utopia, because 
through it was heard the mighty yet still voice of Christ impart- 
ing new strength, giving rebirth to the heart, bringing healing 
in the rays of the divine grace. Not the harsh “Thou shalt”, 
but the loving, encouraging “Thou canst”. 


Personalities Filled with the Spirit of Christ 


Wherein lay the mystery of the success of this Movement? 
In the ideals? In the programme? In the resolutions? More 
than anything else it was found in personalities filled with the 
spirit of Christ. It was a “Movement” because it was moved 
by personalities. They moved others because they themselves 
were moved. They experienced the greatest movement that could 
be known in the cosmos, that transposition “from darkness to 
light and from the power of Satan unto God”, from sin to Christ. 
Their words were the utterance not of theology but of divine 
inspiration, of the irresistible call of the heart and the will. Thus 
they combined in themselves the depth of science and the fire 
of faith. 
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A small but unquenchable light was kindled by the simple, 
spiritual utterances of P, N. Nicolay. The visits to Russia by 
Dr, Mott, Miss Rouse, Robert Wilder, and others brought to 
bear first of all the impression of personalities for whom Christ 
is a living reality. Their appeals called forth waves of idealism, 
of ecstasy, thirst for this new life through the word of God. 


Bible Circles eC, SA aa 
The so-called Bible circles were the sources of the tremendous 
spiritual strength which the Russian Movement has manifested 


through subsequent years of hardship. Here the students learned 


for the first time that in place of the dead, traditional “Christi- ~ 


anity” with which they had been familiar, there is another, full 
of life and inspiration, transcending denominational partitions, 
universal in character, uniting Christians of different Churches 
in the so-called Church Universal. They learned also that science 
contradicts not the Gospel but merely our theological systems. 

Through the study of the word of God in the Bible circles we 
learned not what humanity thinks about God, but what God thinks 
about humanity, how He has Himself revealed in His own Son 
how unlimited is His love and resurrective power. Many of 
us have traversed the gulf between the darkness of despair, where 
we stood on the verge of suicide, and the overwhelmingly bright 
light of Christ, finding in Him a new life, forgiveness, and 
strength. We began to carry this light to others in the course 
of our life work as teachers, doctors, engineers, and priests. 
This light has wrought transformation in the personal, moral 
life of every one, introducing the salutary element of self-negation 
which is so much needed in the life of youth. (It may suffice 
to remark by way of illustration that not a single member of 
the Russian Movement smokes.) In the hard years of the 
spiritual collapse, when atheism has begun to destroy the national 
soul, members of the Russian Movement have been capable of 
standing up openly for the defense of faith from the point of 
view of both religion and science. In the first line of trenches 
have stood the believers in Christ, ready to take part in His 
suffering. They have gone into exile and imprisonment, steadfast 
in their witness to the love of Christ. Some of us have come to 
the West after a long isolation from our brothers in spirit. 
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Federation Passing through a Crisis 


The writer of these lines has been at conferences and in touch 
with the Student Movements of different countries, has talked 
with the leaders and the rank and file of the members, and has 
come to the same conclusion which has been reached by the local 
workers. Itis necessary to say openly, “The Movement is passing 
through a crisis.” 

Whether this comes as a result of war or of social shocks, it 
is difficult to say. But the fact is that one can detect in the 
Movement a lowering of the spiritual level, a shallowness, a ten- 
dency to waver and something like spinelessness; a deviation 
from the original fundamentals could be noted, a departure from 
the views of one’s “first love’. In some cases it has already 
created a withdrawal from the Federation of different groups 
and the establishment of parallel movements (in England, Scot- 
land, and Sweden). The reason for their withdrawal, as I have 
found through my personal conversation with the leaders of 
these groups, has been not the principles of the Federation but 
the way in which the Federation has of late applied those prin- 
ciples, as shown by worldly methods of work and by the lack 
of the previously cherished high ideal of personal salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 

How sad it was to note the indefiniteness and palpable shallow- 
ness of our discussion in the meeting of the General Committee 
at High Leigh, August, 1924, with reference to the question, 
“How Can Our Christian Unions or Associations Help to Deepen 
the Spiritual Vitality of Their Members?” One of the veteran 
religious workers, Robert Wilder, disclosed the reason for this 
situation by his question: “How can we deepen the spiritual 
life where it does not exist at all? Must we not first of all 
foster the beginnings of spiritual life in many of our members?” 

Still more distressing it was to hear the remark of one of the 
delegates, that we in general are not capable of distinguishing 
the spiritually alive person from the spiritually dead one. But 
how in this case can we augment spiritual life if we are not even 
capable of discerning it?. Can it be, however, that it is not the 
universal endowment of us all to be able to discern the living 
from the dead? 


164 The Student World: Ot . 


Here is another re-action of one of the old Russian workers 
(still active) as expressed in a letter written to me: 


“The basic content of the lectures was far from that of 
Christian ethics and was not an appeal to social work. 
Formerly they called men to Christ as the Sen of God ‘and 
the Saviour from sin. . You know better than I what 
is needed in Russia, but afee the immigrant students need the 
constructive aid of the Federation without the colouring of 
modernism. My impression of the last years certainly is 
that the Federation has become spiritually weak, uncertain, 
far afield from the simplicity of Christ, that it often loses 
strength through seeking popularity.” 


The Struggle between Two Tendencies 


Crisis is not death, but it is the struggle of diverse elements 
in an organism. Within the body of the Federation, as within 
Christianity as a whole, there is a struggle of two tendencies, two 
different attitudes toward Christ. The first tendency is the 
heroic, the second, one of compromise. The first predominated 
in the beginning of the Movement and was its “first love”. Love 
of Christ, the crucified and risen Son of Man, a call to repentance 
in the name of the blood shed on the Cross, the happiness which 
forgiveness imparts, and spiritual resurrection have been the 
unconquerable forces of this effort. 

The other tendency is opportunism, characteristic of worldly 
Christianity, It is limited to the work of outward -Christianiza- 
tion which establishes only Christian style and form, but not 
spirit and new life. The wisdom. of divine revelation tends to 
seek the level of mankind instead of lifting the level of mankind 
to the height of the sky. (Hence modernism in thought and in 
purpose negates both the revelations of the wisdom of God and 
now and then a commandment of Christ under the excuse of a 
tendency towards liberty of soul (liberty without obedience). I 
am not speaking, of course, of genuine hesitations on the part 
of students who are seeking the truth. But how strange jit is to 
hear from the leaders and those who have “found”, the words: 
“Tt is not important who Christ was, whether He was born of 
a virgin, whether He was resurrected physically, and. whether 
He lives again. But what is important is what He teaches”! 
As if He had not taught regarding Himself: “If ye believe not 
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that Iam He, ye shall die in your sins” (John VIII :24). “Without 
me ye can do nothing” (John XV:5)! 


The Student Movement and Confessionalism 


Christianity without Christ, without His regenerating power, 
naturally is fruitless. And in view of these dangers we are of 
late going in part to the other extreme. I have in mind confes- 
sionalism (denominationalism) as a method of work. I do not 
want to see any one’s esteem and love for the Church and for its 
universal principle weakened, because the way of individual 
effort dooms man to commit many mistakes and to contradict the 
precepts of Christ. But confessionalism says: “Go into the 
Church, the one into which you were born, and accept everything 
which that Church teaches.” But here lies the very crisis of the 
Churches and their division into distinct denominations, in that 
in the course of their historical development they have inter- 
woven into the fabric of their being the tradition of truth and 
the tradition of untruth. Can it be the mission of the Student 
Christian Movement to go into this labyrinth with the Gospel 
as its light to find the true way, to discern truth from error, to 
disentangle worldly Christianity from the Christianity of Christ, 
courageously negating all that contradicts the Word of God? 

The very submission only to the eternal Word of God creates 
the way to the true unity of all Churches and the true reforma- 
tion of them, not to speak of the regeneration of individual per- 
sonalities. That means it will lead to the very thing that is the 
object of the Student Christian Movement. 

By accepting everything in one’s own Church one must accept 
that which sets his Church against others and that which produces 
conflicts within one’s own mind. Thus, for example, one may 
be forced to accept in their entirety the teachings of John Huss 
and the doctrines which brought him to the stake. In the course 
of such blind submission we should be forced to give up the main 
purpose of our Movement, the teaching of spiritual regeneration, 
for many of the Churches teach that every member has already 
undergone this regeneration through baptism in childhood. Some 
Churches, going through the period of adjustment to the world, 
are on the way of the “great harlot”—approving for the satisfac- 
tion of this world wars and anti-Semitism and social unrighteous- 
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ness. But is it not fitting for a youth movement to go the way of 
the Church, of belief in Christ, courageously going against the 
world yet also for it, along the way of the “woman clothed with 
the sun”, and not along the line of least resistance? Modernism 


(liberty without obedience) and confessionalism (obedience with- 


out liberty, dogma without life) have substituted for the two- 
edged sword of the word of God the cardboard sword of theory, 
and for the bread of life the stone of dead dogmatism, because 
even fundamentalism can be dead—and therefore neither modern- 
ism nor confessionalism is capable of winning the best elements 
among the students. If modernism, by its pitching and rolling, — 
is throwing our ship from side to side, yet on the other hand the 
“quiet haven” of confessionalism would be for her the doom of a 
vessel fast in the sands of immobility. 


Only the Whole Gospel 


But whither should we turn? Let us remember our “first love” 
and we shall see again the way on which we started out with such 
blessing. Only the acceptance of the whole Gospel, only the love 
of the Christ Himself, who has-redeemed us by His love, can 
combine obedience and liberty, because love is the very liberty 
of obedience. Only this mystic, blessed force can win in this 
worldly battle between Christ and Antichrist which is coming to 
an issue also on the Russian battlefield of religion. We see the 
lightnings of this conflict, which is reducing to ashes everything 
that is not founded on the rock of the living Christ; the spirit of 
atheism can be conquered only by the power of God and by the 
spirit of Christ’s words. Christianity, weakened by modernism, 
not only cannot stand but even puts weapons in the hands of the 
enemy by engendering in them scepticism with its comfortable 
theories. . 

And then there is our Russian testimony born of suffering, our 
cry de profundis. “They overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death” (Revelations XII :11). 


Our Programme 


As at the beginning of our course so also now we must say, 
“Back to the Gospel”. ..Evangelization, not as discussion but as 
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acceptance and experience of the Gospel as a whole, and first of 
all as the good tidings of spiritual regeneration of individuals— 
that is our programme. 

“Repent and turn to God.” 

The Sadducees are taking away from the Gospel, the Pharisees 
are adding to it, but we, in the words of our Constitution, want 
to be disciples of Christ. And to this end we must be strict in 
the acceptance of active members and particularly of the leaders 
of the Movement. According to the Russian practice, active 
membership is limited to students who through the study of the 
Gospel in Bible circles have found Christ and new life in Him, 
because only such students can help those who are seeking; they 
must give to the youth the wholesome example of character, way 
of life, spiritual love, and total abstinence (as concerns smoking, 
alcohol, etc.). “Are you ready to die for Christ?” has been the 
question usually put to the newly initiated active members by oné 
of our workers who is now undergoing a long term of imprison- 
ment in the Solovetsk monastery. 

The world is eager not for discussions regarding God, but for 
God Himself, not for discussions about love, but love itself. 

Only living, apostolic “faith once delivered to the saints” can 
lead the crisis of the Federation to a satisfactory solution, not 
to death but to the glory of God. 


The World’s Student Christian Federation 


Past and Future 
By J. H. OtpHam 


IF it had been given to the small group of six men, all but one of 
them known personally to the writer of this article, who met at 
Vadstena in Sweden in 1895, to pierce the future and see to what 
the plans then made would grow in thirty years, they would have 
found it difficult to believe that it could be true. To no leader 
in any branch of the Christian Church would it have seemed likely 
at that time that within a generation there would have come into 
existence a great Christian Student International representing 
National Movements in between thirty and forty countries. The 
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growth of the World’s Student Christian Federation is un- 
doubtedly one of the most striking developments in the religious 
life of our time. 


An Adventure of Youth 


One thing that makes the Movement remarkable is that it 
expresses the religious experiences and aspirations of youth. In 
organized Christianity direction and control have tended to pass 
into the hands of the middle-aged and old. Hence a disposition 
to walk only in beaten and familiar paths, if not to become im- 
movably embedded in ruts and grooves, has too often appeared 
to characterize a religion, which, born in the minds of a Founder 
and His disciples who were all young men, is at its heart a great 
adventure. The Federation, especially in the missionary passion 
which has marked it from the start, has helped to strike again 
one of the authentic notes of the Christian religion. Yet while 
there has been in the Federation the adventure of youth, it has not 
rushed to the other extreme and cut itself loose from the mature 
wisdom of experience. The Movement has remained loyal to the 
great historic tradition of Christendom and to the Churches which 
are the embodiment of that tradition. 


Inter-denominational but not Undenominational 


A second very significant contribution of the Federation to the 
religious life of the present century has been the clearness with 
which it has seen the difference between being inter-denomina- 
tional and being undenominational. It has been the greatest single 
force in the past generation making for inter-denominational 
understanding and co-operation. The national Movements affili- 
ated to it have invited students belonging to different Christian 
confessions to join their membership, not leaving behind the dis- 
tinctive convictions and traditions in which they differ from 
others, but bringing these with them to enlarge, stimulate, and 
enrich the common mind. 


Internationalism versus Cosmopolitanism 


The same principle, the importance and fruitfulness of which 
have been so manifest in the mutual relations between different 
Christian communions, has been recognized to be no less rich in 
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possibilities in its application to international relations. The 
characteristic temper and spirit of the Federation has been that 
of a true internationalism, not that of an empty and colourless 
cosmopolitanism. The Federation has learned to prize the things 
that are distinctive in the different national Movements, and to 
recognize how much national variety can contribute to broaden 
and vitalize the whole Movement. 


Neither Compromise nor Surrender 


In these and other directions the Federation has, in short, 
realized that fulness of life is found in the tension between oppo- 
sites, and that when two opposed but complementary principles 
claim our allegiance, what is needed is not to surrender one of 
them or to adopt some feeble and half-hearted compromise, but to 
hold fast to both and follow each as far as it will carry us. If 
the Federation is able to keep a firm grasp on this great truth 
and to penetrate more deeply into its meaning in directions in 
which experience has already proved its value, a future lies 
before the Movement even greater than its past, and it will be 
able to render a service of which the world is in urgent need. 


The Movement Must Remain Christo-centric 


First and foremost the Movement must remain, as it has been 
hitherto, unqualifiedly Christo-centric. Christ has been the inspi- 
ration and power of all that it has accomplished in the past. He 
is still the inexhaustible source of life. The life that was, and is, 
in Him is the light of men. ‘To-day, as never before,” as a 
recent writer has truly said, “Jesus stands out as the moral leader 
of humanity. The principles which He laid down have been 
vindicated through the bitter experiences of the last few years, 
and men of all opinions are now agreed that the society of the 
future can be securely built on no other foundations.” Christ is 
not a figure of the past; He is in advance of our age beckoning 
it forward to new spiritual adventures. No greater thing can be 
done for this distracted world, torn by industrial, national, and 
racial strife, than to send out into its service men and women 
who have the mind of Christ, who have but one purpose in life— 
to further His ends. 

At the same time in determining to be Christo-centric the 
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Federation must make sure that it is Christo-centric in the true 
way. In order to make Christ the centre, it is not necessary to 
disparage or ignore those aspects of the world and of human life 
the relation of which to Christ is less immediate and direct. They, 
as well as Christ, form part of God’s world. The God from 
whom they derive their existence and the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ are not two different Gods, but the same God. 
To these other aspects of God’s world the mind of the Federation 
must remain open. It must not shrink from facing the results of 
modern science or be afraid of new knowledge. To leave these 
things out of our reckoning is to narrow our understanding of 
life; and in the end the result is to impoverish our conception of 
Christ. His stature is reduced when we impose self-willed limits 
on the world of which He is the Lord and King. 


The Tasks of the Federation 
1. To Help the Growth of the Religious Life 


The task of the Federation is thus to help the growth of a 
religious life which combines both depth and breadth. Without 
passion and sacrifice religion has no meaning or power. On the 
other hand no religion that is obscurantist and that refuses to 
face the facts of life can maintain its hold on the minds of think- 
ing people.. The men who can serve this generation best will be 
those who have minds that are “defenceless against the truth”, and 
who at the same time have found a central loyalty for which they 
are ready to. forsake all and have the faith which can remove 
mountains; who have learned to see God everywhere in the 
world which He has made but to apprehend Him most deeply and 
fully in the Cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ; who know 
what it is to hold secret communion with the unseen and eternal and 
who go forth from such communion to face with renewed strength 
all that life can bring. “God and the world”, as has been truly 
said, “must be worked in with one another forever; forever they 
must be pursued in alternation.” 


2. To Bring to Birth a True International Spirit 

A second great task to which the Federation is manifestly called 
is to use its vast potential resources to help in bringing to birth 
a true international spirit in a world in which selfish nationalism 
and racialism are in danger of destroying the peace and well- 
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being of mankind. Nationalism is a force, which like other 
powerful natural forces and passions of the mind, may be directed 
to high and beneficent ends, but uncontrolled may be the cause 
of wide-spread disaster. The Federation has done much, but 
must in the future do a hundredfold more, to help the growth 
of a true nationalism and a true internationalism. It can assist 
in making clear the directions in which national aspiration may 
find full and legitimate satisfaction. It can encourage friendships 
between students of different countries and thereby increase the 
number of those who have learned in personal experience to 
appreciate the value of the contribution which other peoples have 
to make to the common life of mankind. It can be the means of 
sending out into the world in increasing numbers men and women 
who have apprehended that differences need not divide but may, 
like the differences between the sexes, be complementary and a 
source of mutual enrichment. Hardly any greater service can be 
rendered to the world to-day than to imbue the minds of those 
who are passing through its universities and colleges with the 
idea that what the world needs is both the truth of nationalism 
and the truth of internationalism; that it cannot do without the 
invaluable educational and character-forming influence of a 
national tradition and the rich variety of the characteristic in- 
sights and historical experience of different peoples; and that. 
these priceless and indispensable advantages are perverted and 
abused if they are employed for narrow and selfish ends and 
national aggrandizement instead of being made the instrument of 
a larger good and of furthering the progress of all humanity. 


3. The Universal Application of Christian Principles 


Space permits the mention of only one other among the great 
tasks which await the Federation. It is the task of creating in the 
minds of its members an enthusiastic resolve to apply the prin- 
ciples of Christ to all departments of human life in this complex 
modern world, while at the same time helping them to realize how 
infinitely difficult, involved, and perplexing are the industrial, 
social, international, and inter-racial relations which we must 
learn to judge by Christ’s standards, and how much knowledge, 
understanding, and patience have to be brought to bear on them 
before we can discover what the Christian spirit and attitude 
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demands from us in practical affairs. In the present state of 
human society few things are more urgently needed than the 
leadership of those who combine an ardent and unquenchable 
idealism with a hard-headed determination never to lose touch 
with reality nor in haste and impatience to brush aside inconve- 
nient facts. Where should we look with greater confidence for the 
invincible courage, inexhaustible hope, and steadfast resolve that 
are needed to-day than to those who have enjoyed the privilege 
of a university education and have seen in Jesus Christ a vision 
of God’s purpose for mankind? 


Ce que la Féderation Francaise Doit a la 


Va rv e e 
Fédération Universelle 
By Pierre Maury 

(Abstract: Among the contributions of the World’s Student Christian 
Federation to the French Student Movement the first to be enumerated by 
M. Maury is the place that it holds in the minds of French students, as a 
“creative idea,” exalting the imagination, opening new horizons, broadening 
the spiritual vision, and also making “an appeal to the energy and giving 
sustenance to the will,” constituting, in fact, “a true vocation.” 

Another contribution is the sense of mission, making the student feel that 
the devoting of his life to the cause of Christ is “not a work of supererogation, 
but an essential demand of our Christian faith.” 

The two great supplementary conceptions of the world-embracing univer- 

sality of Christ and the distinct contribution which each Communion and each 
race and nation has to make to it are other values imparted by the Federation 
to the French Movement.) 
JE me rappelle une séance émouvante d’une conférence d’étudiants 
Suisses au lendemain de la guerre. Miss Rouse nous parlant de 
la tache de la Fédération Universelle 4 cette période difficile de 
son histoire, nous rappelait que depuis sa fondation, de propos 
délibéré ou presque spontanément, poussée par le mouvement de 
sa vie profonde, la Fédération avait donné aux successives gén- 
érations d’étudiants une série de mots d’ordre. C’étaient ceux- 
ci qui, recueillis, pratiqués dans différents pays par des individus 
ou des groupes avaient contribué a créer cette vaste communion 
spirituelle qu’est avant tout la Fédération. 

En écoutant Miss Rouse, je me posais déja la question a laquelle 
on m’a demande de donner aujourd’hui une bréve réponse. Nos 
associations frangaises ont-elles regu les mots d’ordre de la Fédé- 


ration? De quelles valeurs celle-ci les a-t-elle enrichies? 
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Je n’essayerai pas de retracer l’histoire des contacts entre la 
Fédération Frangaise et la Fédération Universelle; contacts dont 
nous avons toujours senti; 4 plus ou moins longue échéance le 
bienfait. Je noterai seulement quelques profits certains. 


La Fédération Universelle comme une Idée Créatrice 


Il faut d’abord constater que pendant longtemps, pour la plupart 
des membres de nos groupes, la Fédération Universelle a été une 
idée davantage qu’une réalité immédiatement éprouvée. Les 
Congrés et Conférences étaient rares, lointains. Malgré tous les 
rapports, récits de délégués, nouvelles apportées par le Semeur, 
les étudiants n’avaient pas l’impression de connaitre directement 
cet immense mouvement. Aujourd’hui il n’en est plus tout a fait 
ainsi. Le monde s’est rapetissé depuis la guerre. Les distances 
matérielles, et aussi les distances morales et spirituelles ont été 
réduites par des relations plus rapides et plus pénétrantes. Le 
monde universitaire, lui aussi, est devenu plus petit et les diffé- 
rentes Fédérations nationales se sont rapprochées. En nombre 
sans cesse croissant, étudiants et étudiantes ont assisté a des 
réunions, des camps étrangers, internationaux. Il en demeure 
cependant un grand nombre qui n’ont pas eu ce privilége. Pour 
eux la Fédération Universelle reste l’idée qu’elle était pour leurs 
devanciers. Et pour nous tous, d’ailleurs, a des degrés divers il 
en est ainsi. En un sens je m’en félicite. Car il y a dans une 
idée de ce genre—une idée qui n’est pas une élucubration de 
Yesprit, mais que l’on sait incarnée dans une réalité vivante, alors 
méme que l’on ne connait pas cette réalité—une force singuliére. 
Non seulement elle exalte l’imagination, ouvre des horizons, 
amplifie la vision spirituelle; mais elle est un appel a l’énergie, 
une nourriture de la volonté, une vraie vocation. 

C’est ainsi que, méme sans contacts directs, l’idée de la Fedéra- 
tion Universelle a été, dans la vie de beaucoup d’étudiants, créa- 
trice. Les symboles eux-mémes de cette idée les émouvaient. 
Nous n’aimons guére en France les statistiques, nous nous en 
méfions: car les chiffres signifient pauvrement au point de vue 
spirituel, et on peut leur faire dire souvent d’étranges choses. 
Cependant le dénombrement des membres de la Fédération Uni- 
verselle a toujours évoqué dans l’esprit et le coeur de nos étudiants 
un écho singulier qu’ils se sont enrichis et fortifiés 4 écouter. 
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Un Sens de Mission 


Que signifie cette idée, si pleine, de la Fédération Universelle, 
idée que les contacts avec la réalité peuvent modifier, mais non 
diminuer, qu’ils confirment et précisent en la menagant? 

D’abord—et a mon gré surtout—le fait missionnaire. Par la — 
Fédération nous avons depuis trente ans acquis un sens de plus 
en plus vaste et profond de la mission. Celle-ci est devenue pour 
nous, non plus une oeuvre de l’église chrétienne, mais 1’effort 
chrétien lui-méme. Pas de vie spirituelle sans témoignage, pas de 
communion avec Dieu, ni avec Jésus-Christ sans apostolat. Etu- 
diants, la Fédération Universelle nous demandait de travailler 
a lévangélisation des étudiants tout autant et de la méme facon 
qu’elle nous parlait de devenir plus tard des Volontaires pour les 
champs de mission. Elle ne nous le demandait pas comme un 
service surérogatoire: elle faisait de ce devoir une exigence essen- 
tielle de notre fidélité chrétienne: l’obéissance premiére. Et elle 
ne proclamait pas cette obligation comme. théoriquement déduite 
de l’Evangile; elle nous la montrait acceptée, pratiquée par des 
jeunes gens dans toute la chrétienté. Elle ne nous accueillait 
vraiment que dans la mesure ot nous-mémes étions disposés a en 
faire la régle de notre vie. C’est ainsi qu’elle a manifesté a nos 
yeux une des affirmations essentielles du Christianisme: l’unité 
de la vocation déduite de l’unité de l’Esprit. En nous rappelant 
que nous sommes tous appelés elle nous a fait regarder la mis- 
sion en pays paien avec des yeux nouveaux et toute notre. vie— 
quelle que soit notre profession—comme une mission. 

L’esprit de conquéte—qui,. de lui-méme, par son exercice, se 
dépouille progressivement de toute sorte d’impérialisme spirituel 
—est une des plus grandes lecons que nous ayons recues de la 
Fédération Universelle; legon qui ne cesse de porter ses fruits, au 
dela méme de nos associations. . C’est elle qui a fait naitre non 
seulement les essais de groupements professionnels de notre Post- 
Fédération, mais aussi.certaines tentatives d’activités laiques dans 
l’Eglise ou dans les oeuvres religieuses. 


La Notion Universelle du Christianisme 


Cette idée missionnaire ne nous était-elle pas d’ailleurs pré- 
sentée avec une ampleur magnifique, bien faite pour enthousiasmer 
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notre jeunesse? Car selon le mot qu’un des foundateurs du mouve- 
ment des Volontaires francais aimait 4a répéter, la Fédération 
nous rappelle que “le champ, c’est le monde”. Dans cette notion 
universelle, universaliste du christianisme militant nous avons 
puisé aussi de stires richesses. 

D’abord une vision de totalité capable de nous consoler des 
déceptions de l’humble tache quotidienne. Nous ne sommes pas 
seuls, abandonnés, a nos difficultés lassantes; nous collaborons a 
un vaste effort, aussi vaste que les bornes de notre univers. Nous 
sommes soutenus, aidés, encadrés par ces compagnons d’armes qui 
besognent de l’Orient a l’Occident, du Septentrion au Midi. Leur 
force nous soutient. Pour paradoxal que cela puisse paraitre 
c’est la Fédération qui a fait sentir 4 beaucoup la valeur spirituelle 
des notions d’Eglise Universelle, de communion des saints, en 
étant pour eux la premiére signification “de la grande nuée de 
témoins”. 

Vision de totalité, capable non seulement de fortifier nos cou- 
rages, mais d’affermir notre foi. Comme |l’oeuvre des Missions, 
elle nous apporte un magnifique témoignage apologétique. Par 
elle la valeur absolue, universelle du Christianisme, dont parfois 
notre raison hésitante se prend a douter, redevient évidente. Ces 
étudiants de toutes races, de toutes formations intellectuelles, 
héritiers de cultures si diverses, représentants de nations anta~- 
gonistes ou indifférentes, d’églises séparées, font au Christ, qu’ils 
saluent Maitre et Sauveur, un royal cortége. Ils nous démontrent 
qu’en Jésus-Christ et en Lui seul la race humaine retrouve sa 
fraternité originelle et que Celui qui nous a rassemblés de toute la 
terre est le seul parfaitement vrai. 

Cette lecon merveilleuse, la Fédération, dans la derniére période 
de son histoire, depuis la guerre, nous l’a donnée plus com- 
pléte et plus profonde. Au sein d’une humanité divisée, déchirée— 
quand notre regard naturel ne savait plus voir l’unité essentielle et 
que notre conscience s’interrogeait avec angoisse sur les devoirs 
premiers—elle nous a apporté la preuve par le fait de communions 
spirituelles possibles. Lecon d’autant plus profitable qu’elle est . 
donnée avec plus de rigueur, 4 des ames plus résistantes. Lequel, 
ayant participé a des conférences internationales, n’a pas d’abord 
senti surtout les divergences multiples, les barrieres plus hautes, 
plus ‘solides qu’il ne le supposait, entre lui et les représentants 
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d’autres nations ou d’autres races ?—et cela jusque dans la concep- 
tion du Christianisme? Lequel n’a pas été d’abord renforcé dans 
ses convictions personnelles, affermi dans ses certitudes particu- 
liéres, isolé? Et pourtant, tous, nous avons deviné, pressenti, voire 
fortement éprouvé, qu’un lien, le seul lien possible, nous liait mal- 
gré tout, que notre unité n’était pas seulement une espérance, mais 
obscurément déja, faiblement mais véritablement, une réalité. 
Quand tout de notre vie nationale, sociale, intellectuelle, voire 
ecclésiastique tend a nous arracher les uns aux autres il faut 
qu’elle soit bien profonde et bien indubitable la certitude qui peut 
nous regrouper, nous rassembler, brebis errantes du meme et seul 
Berger. 

Par la Fédération Jésus-Christ nous est apparu plus vrai de 
pouvoir vaincre méme nos coeurs fermés. 


“Conservez vos Diversités” 


Enfin je veux relever, comme la contre partie, ou plutot le com- 
plément de cette derniére lecon, cet enseignement si souvent 
répété qu’il en est devenu banal, de la Fédération Universelle: 


“Conservez, renforcez vos diversités, ne les diminuez pas, car ° 
vous appauvririez le riche trésor du Christianisme. Enracinez- : 


vous dans vos traditions. Vous serez ainsi de meilleurs artisans 


de l’unité finale. Celle-ci sera faite d’un concert harmonieux - 


non du son monotone d’instruments identiques et pauvres.” 
Et c’est pourquoi d’elle nous sommes beaucoup a avoir appris 


la valeur de notre héritage particulier, tout ce qu’il signifie pour ° 
ge p qu sig Pp 


nous de forces et d’obligations. 


Je n’oublierai jamais—illustration émouvante de cette vérité— - 


le discours de Charles Grauss au Congrés de Lake Mohonk en 
1913 sur “le Rdle de la France dans le monde au point de vue 
chrétien” et la fagon dont ce discours fut accueilli. Je sentis que 


ce jour-la la Fédération me rappelait un privilége et un devoir. . 


A chaque peuple elle a dit souvent un pareil message. 


Pour toutes ces raisons—et bien d’autres que je ne puis 


énumérer—nous aimons la Fédération Universelle. A cause 
delle nous remercions notre Dieu. Delle, par elle—de Lui nous 
attendons de nouveaux enrichissements. 


>>) a) 
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Past Services and Future Tasks of the Federa- 
tion: an Hungarian View 


By JoHN VicToR 


In trying to treat the two topics involved in the title it would be a 
mistake to forget the great variety of conditions in the student field 
of the different nations in which the Federation has rendered such 
distinct services in the past and in which it faces its future tasks. 
I wish to speak therefore from the limited field of observation 
which I command as a worker of the Hungarian Student 
Christian Movement. 


We owe the very existence of our Movement to the Federation. 
Although, as I believe, it would have sprung into life sooner or 
later spontaneously as a natural outgrowth of religious conditions 
and movements in the country, yet, as a matter of fact, it traces 
back its origin to the influences of the Federation, especially 
through the personal visits of Federation representatives. It 
would mean repeating things well known in every Student Move- 
ment if I should dwell on all the help and stimulus which our 
fellowship with the Federation, and with all the national Move- 
ments in it, has brought to us in such matters as improving our 
methods, training our leaders, facing our difficulties, building up 
our finances, and developing our literary work. The atmosphere 
of international comradeship among students which the Federa- 
tion succeeded in spreading, and that in years of great tension, 
through its European Student Relief, is also a contribution which 
needs no new praise. 


A Vision of the Universality of Christ 


Instead, I wish to emphasize one or two quite peculiar contri- 
butions in the spiritual sphere for which we are above all indebted 
to the Federation. One is the vision of the Universality of Christ, 
transcending all distinctions of race, language, creed, or school 
of thought; the knowledge, not in theory but in living reality, of 
the greater Christ than our own partial experience and interpreta- 
tion had revealed to us. It was given to the Federation to incar- 
nate before our eyes something of the omnes unum in illo. How- 
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ever imperfect and modest this achievement may be in comparison 
with the ideal, yet it is glorious in its outlook and invincible in its 
effect upon Christian thought and life outside the student field. 
I am writing this while still under the deep impressions of the 
“Stockholm Council’, the Universal Christian Conference on Life 
and Work which it was my privilege to attend. The Student 


Movement element so conspicuous in the ranks of that notable 


gathering proved to me that in laying stress upon this contribution 
of the Federation I should certainly be endorsed by spokesmen of 
Student Movements of many other nations. 


International Ties of Friendship 


It is only the application of the above to a special case if I 
mention, as another precious benefit for which we are thankful 
to the Federation, its help in bringing members of our Move- 
ment into personal Christian fellowship with students of other 
nations from which we were and are still separated through 
bitter antagonisms. These international ties of friendship are too 
few and exceptional yet to mean anything for the present or 
even for the immediate. future of the international relationships 
in question.’ But to the eye of faith, tracing the lines of the City 
of God in the generations ahead, they are a promise and a seed 
of an age in which mutual good will and helpfulness will reign 
where rival interests clash to-day in bitter strife. 


The Emphasis Needed To-day 


A few words as to the needed emphasis to-day in the work of 
the Federation—again only from the point of: view of our own 
field. We need, on the one hand, a strong message of personal 
evangelism. The years behind us, full of strain and distress, have 
intensified the collective tendencies in the life of the students as 
well as of the people in general. Christianity, too, threatens to 
become a crowd-affair with them, if I may use this expression. We 
need a challenge to individual thinking, a quickening of the indi- 
vidual conscience, and a call to deeply personal decision in the 
service of Christ’s new order. On the other hand, we face a 
rising tide of spiritual life with strongly denominational. colour- 
ing, within our Churches, demanding intelligent and devoted 
leadership. This, we understand, means that broad bridges have 
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to be built between our Movement and the organized -life and 
work of the Churches, leading the students to a full knowledge 
and appreciation of the tasks which await them in the service of 
the Kingdom beyond their student years. A clear and stirring 
message concerning the function of the Christian Church in this 
world would be, therefore, to us a deeply valued contribution 
on the part of the Federation in the coming years. 


India and the Federation 
By A. M. K. Cumaraswamy 


In offering our felicitations to the Federation on the attainment of 
its thirtieth year, we in India are moved at the outset to an 
expression of intense gratitude. We have received much both 
materially and spiritually. This is perhaps not the occason to 
give an account of the history of our relationships with the Feder- 
ation—but in such an auspicious hour a sense of deep obligation 
naturally dominates our Movement. As we look back on Con- 
stantinople and Tokyo, on Lake Mohonk and Peking, and on the 
various General Committee meetings in which India has been 
privileged to participate, as we recall what Hurrey and Koo 
did for us here in India, we do feel that we should be allowed 
to say “Thank you” to the Federation as it enters upon its 
canonical age. 


The Ideal of a World Fellowship of Christian Students 


We cannot sufficiently estimate the value of the wonderful ideal 
of a world fellowship of students devoted to Jesus Christ. Espe- 
cially in a country like India, the breaking down of the middle 
wall of partition must receive its proper emphasis in any pro- 
gramme of Christian warfare. To the elaborate system of 
barriers of race and tongue, of caste and creed, which our fathers 
have bequeathed to us, have been added others no less serious, 
imported from abroad—barriers of colour and denominational 
barriers. These have not only weakened our national life, but 
have often handicapped Christian endeavour. There is fortu- 
nately at the present time a feeling of “tiredness” on all sides 
with reference to the things that divide us, and a keen desire 
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that we should pull together. Yet we know that no co-operation 
actuated by considerations of efficiency or economy can produce 
that situation which St. Paul pictures when he speaks of Christ 
breaking down the middle wall of partition. We need something 
deeper, something more fundamental. If the World’s Student 
Christian Federation has meant anything to India, it has been the 
chief instrument in making the ideal of a world fellowship 
“live” in our minds and hearts. Not by ignoring or minimizing 
differences, but by so emphasizing our fellowship in Jesus Christ 
that our differences are seen in their true perspective, has the 
Federation attempted to break “middle walls of partition”. In 
their true perspective our differences appear either trivial or so 
complementary as to give us a more harmonious picture of the 
whole, just as different colours go to make a beautiful picture or 
different notes harmonize in a musical chord. Not only in its 
direct contact with India through our national Student Move- 
ment has the Federation helped forward this ideal. For a large 
body of men and women are found in every department of 
Christian activity in India who have been in contact with the 
Federation, and it is not an exaggeration to say that they are 
making in many ways the chief contribution towards plans for 
union and for corporate action. Even in the International Fellow- 
ships that are springing up in our leading cities, we notice the 
indirect contribution the Federation is making through its former 
members. 


Recognition of India’s Contribution to Christianity 


There is another vital sphere in which the Federation has 
made an important contribution towards missionary method in 
India. There is a growing recognition that the Church has been 
the poorer for not having accepted and so “sanctified” India’s 
rich religious heritage. To-day as India is recognizing the claims 
of Jesus Christ as never before, and our Lord stands unique, 
resplendent, bidding for the heart of India, it is true that He has 
no competitor in the field; yet India is hesitating. The hesitation, 
if not justifiable, is at any rate intelligible to those who know 
that India’s religious heritage is a record of her passionate 
search after the Father of Lights—the very God, who manifested 
Himself in Jesus of Nazareth. India wants the Master to accept 
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her gift as He accepted and “sanctified” those of Greece and of 
Rome. India, too, would offer to Jesus her religious philosophy 
and her dim mystic experiences and the Lord will put on the 
finger of His betrothed the ring of glory and of immortality. 
“Jesus Christ . . . in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord.” This truth 
has been brought home to us in the Federation without any com- 
promise of our Lord’s unique position. For the more we realize 
the value of India’s contribution to the life of the Catholic 
Church, the keener is our perception of our Lord’s redemptive 
mission. To-day more than ever, Jesus stands “erect among the 
fallen, strong among the weak, clean among the defiled, believing 
among the faithless, living among the dead”, the Saviour among 
gurus, God among men. Such is the Master to whom we want to 
be allowed to bring our gift: 


“The wise may bring their learning, 
The rich may bring their gold, 

And some may bring their greatness, 
And glories new and old, 

We too would bring our treasures 
To offer to our King, 

That so His purpose fulfilled 
His Kingdom He may bring.” 


Belief in the Kingdom of God 


It is one of the secrets of the success of the Federation that it 
believes in the Kingdom of God. We may not all be agreed as 
to what we mean by “the Kingdom of God”, but in the Federa- 
tion we are agreed that our daily prayer, “Thy Kingdom come”, 
is not a feeble aspiration, but a challenge and a war-cry. And in 
our endeavours towards the regeneration of the new India we 
find the World’s Student Christian Federation a tower of strength 
and a bulwark of faith in the Kingdom of God. 


Oct. 


What Has the Federation Accomplished and to 
What Is It Called To-Day? 


By Marcaret WALKER 


An Early Contribution 


Go1nc back to the earliest contact of the Federation with New 


Zealand and Australia in 1896, when it was itself but six months _ 
old, one recognizes that the first contribution it brought us was © 


the realization that religion had a place in university life. 


In a system of education that is wholly secular this contribu- 
tion is of the greatest value, since it is only the Student Christian 
Movement that gives students, as students, any opportunity for 
the development of their spiritual nature. It does this by bring- 
ing religion out of the shadowy background of life and making it 
a matter of every-day concern, and one for whose welfare and 
progress individual students have a real responsibility. 

Wherever religion has become a nominal or conventional thing, 
or something which is regarded with indifference or contempt by 
the nation’s intellectuals, the Federation must make the same 
contribution as it does in those countries whose educational system 
is secular. For by its very existence in the university world it 


challenges the assumption that religion is one of the “childish | 


things” that the student may put away, and causes it rather to 
stand out as the chief pre-occupation of life to which all else must 
be related. 


It has to be admitted, however, that this contribution has its 
greatest force in the earlier days of any Student Christian Move- 
ment. After the “pioneer” stage the Movement loses the chal- 
lenge of novelty, and is apt to become conventionalized and to be 
regarded more as an end in itself than as an instrument for 
accomplishing the purposes of God. 


This suggests that one of the points on which the Federation 


should lay emphasis in the immediate future is the need for culti- | 
vating throughout its membership a sense of responsibility for 
promoting the Kingdom of God in the whole student field. There | 
is a great temptation to the members of a Movement to leave out | 
of account all who are unwilling to ally themselves at once with | 
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the Student Movement. Now that we have lost, and well lost, 
the haunting fear of eternal punishment, the state of the uncon- 
verted or the indifferent seems a less urgent one than it used to be, 
and we have lost a strong motive for undertaking the always 
difficult task of individual soul-winning. But from the point of 
view of building up to completion the whole body of Christ, the 
call to this work needs to be sounded forth with power. 


The Promotion of Christian Unity 


One of the great contributions made by the Federation has 
been to offer practical evidence of the fact that real unity in 
Christ can and does exist even though accompanied by the utmost 
diversity of opinion and outlook. 

The Spirit of God is not bound within any particular form of 
ecclesiasticism, or to any one aspect of truth, and so one Student 
Christian Movement can and does bring together in real fellow- 
ship those who by training and belief are apparently at the oppo- 
site poles of religious experience. The Federation, with its many 
affiliated National Movements, exhibits this fellowship in still 
more striking fashion. Demanding of its members a sincere be- 
lief in their own religious convictions and an open-minded readi-. 
ness to believe in the sincerity of others, and to accept and 
follow further revelation as it comes, the Federation has done 
much to promote the cause of true Christian Unity by helping 
to get rid of the “holier than thou” attitude which nullified some 
of the earlier attempts towards that unity. 

This demand of the Federation for respect for the beliefs of 
others has also contributed towards the more brotherly spirit 
which inspires modern missionary work. No longer can a mis- 
sionary go out as a patronizing destroyer of all native customs 
and ways of thought and faith. He must go to learn and to serve 
as well as to teach, and must be ready to find out how the imper- 
fect faiths of the nations have been preparing the way for the 
perfect revelation of God in Christ. 

The Fellowship Movement, which is a feature of Christian 
life to-day, is a natural outcome of this contribution which the 
Federation makes towards Christian Unity and Brotherhood, and 
we see now the beginnings of a still more striking development in 
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the inter-religious fellowships which are becoming a feature of 
Indian student life. These will demand the attention of the 
Federation, since they appear, at first sight, to challenge the 
~ claim of Christianity to be the supreme revelation of God. 


The Contribution to Inter-racial Brotherhood 


Akin to its contribution to the cause of religious unity is the 
contribution made by the Federation to inter-racial brotherhood. 
Through its Conferences and, still more, through its Student 
Relief Campaign, the Federation has been able to forward the 
development of a true international spirit, even in its most distant 
branches, by breaking down the spirit of insularity and self-suffi- 
ciency that their isolated situation might easily produce. 


The Outlook for the Future 


Looking then to the Federation as a great unifying force in 
close contact with inter-denominational, inter-confessional, and 
inter-religious problems, and also with the urgent inter-racial 
questions that face us on every side to-day, we see before it enor- 
mous fields of work requiring immediate attention and develop- 
-ment. Probably in these matters, as in the need referred to 
earlier for inducing throughout its membership a more earnest 
effort to win individuals as citizens of the Kingdom, the solution 
will be found in developing in every National Movement a spirit 
of thoroughgoing, self-giving dedication of its members’ lives 
to the service of God. 


China and the Federation 
By Y. T. Wu 


Tue World’s Student Christian Federation has meant more to 
the Chinese Christian students since it held its eleventh confer- 
ence in Peking in April, 1922. Before that it existed only as a 
vague name for some students and was entirely unknown to the 
vast majority. Although subject to the limitations of big con- 
ferences, the conference held in Peking made some distinct con- 
tributions to the Chinese Student Christian Movement. It was 
not the open forums, the platform addresses, the various activities 
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of the delegations—good as these were—that made the most last- 
ing impressions. Stimulating as they were at the time, they are 
apt to be forgotten. The things that I consider to have exerted 
a permanent effect upon the Chinese Movement are the following: 


Contributions 
1. An Object Lesson in Christian World-Fellowship 


The conference in 1922 brought home to the Chinese Christian 
students the sense of Christian world-fellowship. According to 
the writer’s recollection, it was the first international conference 
of such magnitude to be held in China. Representatives from 
forty nations gathering under one roof, where the Chinese stu- 
dents themselves shared with their foreign guests a common life 
and a common worship, where they saw native costumes worn 
and heard native tongues spoken, where the Chinese motto “Under 
heaven one family”, inscribed on the conference badge, found a 
living interpretation—all these were object lessons of world- 
fellowship which the Chinese students could learn in no other way. 


2. The Awakening of National Consciousness 


The sense of world-fellowship helped to awaken national con- 
sciousness. The Chinese Christian students did not quite realize 
that they belonged to a movement of their own until they had 
met delegations of other Movements from all over the world. It 
_ was in this conference that the Chinese Christian students met in 
a separate session to consider how the Chinese Movement might 
make some forward steps to meet the urgent demands of the 
time. Acting under its recommendations, the National Committee 
of the Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association appointed a 
committee to study the subject. As the result of this, the National 
Young Men’s Christian Association Convention which met the 
following year passed resolutions giving the students a share in 
the direction of the whole movement and mapping out new pro- 
grammes for the student Associations. 


3. The Kindling of a Challenging Counter-Movement 


Although the Federation Conference was not the only nor the 
main cause of the Anti-Christian Movement, yet it was the imme- 
diate cause. Eight hundred Christian students from all over the 
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world to gather in a government institution in the capital of 
China! That was too much for the Renaissance leaders who held 
up religion to ridicule for its superstition and sins. The move- 
ment broke out with suddenness and great fury and in less than 
two weeks the whole country was aflame. It may be said that 
heavenly fires were sent to put Christianity to a real and search- 
ing test. None but the very dull and blind could fail to be bene- 
fited by such a trial. Within the past months the movement goes 
on with renewed energy and purpose to do its challenging work 
and it has been a critical time for the Chinese Student Christian 
Movement. 


In the light of the above observations, what is the task of the 
Chinese Student Christian Movement? If it should fail to stand 
out at this stormy time, it would probably have to suffer from a 
blow which it would take long to recover from. The following 
are some of the writer’s suggestions: 


The Task of the Future 
1. Re-evaluation 


The Chinese Movement must be prepared to break loose from 
conventional Christianity. Hearsays and makebeliefs, empty rites 
and traditional ideas are no foundation for a Christian move- 
ment. The Anti-Christian Movement has forced us to re-think 
and re-evaluate our Christian faith. If, after our religious faith 
has been stripped of the borrowed garment it is still able to mani- 
fest real vitality, then it will inevitably force itself to the front 
to find its own expression; and only on this basis can the Chinese 
Movement be said to have come to its own. This is not the task 
of the Student Christian Movement alone, but the Student Move- 
ment is especially fitted to take leadership in a work of this kind 
by virtue of the freshness and boldness of the youthful mind 
and spirit. 


2. A New Conception of Jesus 


The most important thing for the re-thinking and re-evaluation 
of Christianity is the re-study and re-evaluation of Jesus. What 
grounds have we for praising Jesus or condemning Him until we 
have made some critical and scientific study at least of the 
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Gospels as original records and found out for ourselves what 
kind of Person He was and the credit or discredit to be given 
Him? We have been talking and studying too much about 
Christianity, but too little of the Founder Himself. The study 
of Jesus may not be the sole thing, but if it is not made the 
supreme thing, we are apt to be overburdened and dimmed by the 
weight of history and tradition and fail to build a sound founda- 
tion for our own faith. 


3. Helpful Relationship to Great National Problems 


Religion is not an intellectual thing alone. It must touch the 
heart and find expression in action. China has a big task to-day 
and the Chinese Movement will amount to little if it does not 
relate itself to this task. In the first place, China needs to stand 
among the family of nations. She has to do things she used to 
care little for. She needs material civilization in order to set her 
enormous house in motion. In this respect China needs the help 
of the West. In the second place, while China has been absorb- 
ing much Western culture during the past decades, she needs 
also to bring to light her old treasures both for her own sake and 
as her gift to the nations. The fusion of world culture and 
thought is the only thing that can make one people of the differ- 
ent nations, and China has some unique contributions to make 
to the world. The young people of China to-day have been 
forced into extreme nationalism and militarism by the merciless 
and blind force of the Western powers. How can China stand 
among the nations as a strong and useful member without repeat- 
ing the dreadful history of material and militaristic civilization? 
How can she give her best to the world in the spirit of service 
and yet be at all times willing to adopt that which she has not? 
Such are the problems that the Chinese Christian students have 
to face. 


When the members of the Chinese Movement will have worked 
out these issues for themselves with their own religious faith, 
they will have also made a great contribution to their brethren 
in the World’s Student Christian Federation. 


Oct. 


The World’s Student Christian Federation 


from a Canadian Viewpoint 
By C. W. BisHop 


IT is not easy to evaluate the work of the World’s Student Chris- 
tian Federation from the standpoint of Canada since the Move- 
ment in this country has by force of circumstances not been in 
intimate touch with the activities of the Federation. Our remote- 
ness from the centre of the Federation’s organization and the 
scene of most of its activity makes it difficult to appreciate what 
it means even though we know something of what it does. We 
have, however, had sufficient experience of the influence of the 
’ Federation in our own Movement to express some appreciation 
of what its contribution has been, and venture some suggestions 
as to its future activity. 


Contact with the World-wide Movement 


The student Associations of Canada do not owe their existence 
to the missionary activities of the Federation as do those of many 
other lands. We have, however, been brought through it into 
touch with the world-wide Movement, and been given an invalu- 
able outlet for our interest and service. We Canadians shall 
never be able to estimate the value of the Federation in bringing 
us into a unity with student groups throughout the world. What- 
ever aspirations we have entertained for brotherly fellowship with 
Christians in other nations would have failed of a medium but 
for our membership in the Federation. Its great conventions 
have offered a meeting ground with student leaders of other lands 
which has broadened the view and enlarged the sympathy of every 
Canadian leader who has attended, and has re-acted through the 
leaders on the students in every centre. Local Associations will 
never know how much the response of students to their own 
special programme is due to the view of world fraternity of 
which they have received glimpses through the work of the 
Federation. 
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A Bond of Union during the Great War 


One contribution for which we are increasingly grateful is that 
which the Federation made during the Great War in preserving a 
bond of union between us and those like-migded students in alien 
countries with whom we could possibly have no quarrel even 
though our nations were at war. No other group in this country 
endeavoured to preserve their Christian idealism during the great 
conflict as did the Christian students. While they took part in the 
conflict many of them could not conceive of their fellows in the 
Student Movement of Germany being real enemies. They longed 
to have some means of re-assuring them of this sentiment and 
found it only through the Federation, whose lines of communica- 
tion were never entirely closed during the great conflict. They 
have also appreciated what an unchallengeable apologetic of true 
Christianity was presented to the world by those groups of 
students on both sides who never ceased to pray for one another 
and who came together at the earliest possible moment after 
hostilities had ceased to resume their fellowship and work. 


A Unity That Permits of Diversity 


Another contribution which may be mentioned is that of the 
demonstration that has been made of the possibility of a larger 
unity within which wide varieties of organization and policy 
could be included. When Movements like ours in Canada have 
been agitated over the question of name, affiliation, and form of 
organization, it has been a most re-assuring experience to realize 
that all types are found within the Federation, and that any 
change that might occur in these matters within a national Move- 
ment need not have any effect on its relation to the sister Move- 
ments throughout the world. The lesson which this experience 
has taught us is two-fold; first, that these matters, which at times 
are a source of great concern, are after all secondary in their 
importance, and second, that the widest range of freedom in 
regard to national peculiarities is possible within the bounds of a 
truly Christian fraternity. In a day when free expression has 
become the aspiration of new student generations, this contribu- 
tion of a federation which though only thirty years old comes to 
the present students out of the past is of inestimable value. 
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Missionary and Evangelistic Activities Should Be Continued 


As to the things which the Federation should emphasize in this 
new period, it would seem to us that the missionary and evangel- 
istic activities of the Federation should continue to hold a para- 
mount place. As long as there are student centres in which 
indigenous groups or societies have not been formed there is a 
special work for the Federation to do, and even where they have 
been formed, there is no doubt constant need of evangelical activ- 
ities which will keep the vital Christian message before those 
student groups which it has failed yet to reach. And along with 


these evangelical activities should go those practical ministrations _ 


which have been such a conspicuous part of the Federation’s 
activities during and following the Great War. This programme 
in which the students of various lands have learned to bear one 
another’s burdens is an accompaniment of the Gospel message 
which is as indispensable in the spread of Christianity throughout 
the student world to-day as it was in the first generation. 


Continued Ministration to Inter-racial Understanding 


A second point of emphasis, which might be suggested, is that 
of promoting sympathetic contacts between the students of the 
great races whose relationships are aggravated by contemporary 
political and economic conditions. Already the fruit of the work 
of the Federation in past student generations is being realized in 
those political and educational leaders among the yellow and 
black races who have been given the Christian point of view 
through the Federation and are to-day seeking a Christian solu- 
tion of the problems of race relationships. The prophecy made 
in regard to the work of the Federation a decade ago that it was 
drawing together the leaders of to-morrow is being fulfilled to-day. 
No greater argument could be presented for the continued 
emphasis on this function of the Federation and the value of the 
great conferences in which it brings leaders of the student world 
together. 


A Clearing House for Interchange of Religious Thought 


One further point of emphasis might be mentioned,—that is the 
development of a clearing house for the efforts of re-interpretation 
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of the Christian message which are being attempted from various 
points of view in all centres of Christian thought. While it may 
appear primarily the function of the national Movements to 
promote discussion and study of intensive religious topics, there 
is a phase of this important activity which only the Federation 
could carry out. As each national Movement endeavours to work 
out this problem for itself there is no more valuable assistance 
which they could have than the knowledge of how the problem is 
being solved in other lands. The light which various national 
minds throw on such a vital intellectual enterprise should be most 
illuminating and suggestive to those working at the problem in 
any one country. If the Federation could be a means of circu- 
lating the constructive results of the various national Movements 
it might be found that it was serving as great a purpose as if it, 
itself, were attempting to publish studies of the re-interpretation 
of Christianity. for all Movements. 

In these days of enlarging world relationships and sympathies 
as well as acute world problems there would seem to us to be no 
more strategic activities than these and others which are included 
in the programme of the World’s Student Christian Federation. 


Ein persoenliches Wort zum dreissigjaehrigen 
Bestehen des Christlichen Studentenweltbundes 


By REINHOLD SCHAIRER 


(Abstract: Dr. Schairer has presented the material of his penetrating 
article under three headings: ‘The Decisive Hour”, “God is Seeking to 
Prepare Us”, and “The New Vision”. 

The first is a picture of the beginnings of the different Movements in the 
Federation, which the writer traces to the influence of contagious personali- 
ties, the burden of whose message to their student generation was the 
imminence of “the decisive hour”. 

The second deals with the World War, which the writer says came instead 
of that awaited “hour”. “Every preacher endowed with the true gift of 
prophecy. and vision—not excepting the great prophets of Israel or even Jesus 
Himself—has mistaken the outward form, or at the very least the position 
in time, of that which he saw coming.” Through the war God sought to 
prepare man for “the decisive hour”. 

Lastly—“the new vision”. The writer requests the printer to leave blank 
the first few lines under this heading as a challenge to every reader to ex- 
press there his own thoughts and thereby to begin the fulfillment of the new 
responsibility that is his in the present state of the world. Dr. Schairer 
finds his view expressed by the Russian writer Dostoyevski: “The way of 
the true saint will in the future lead not to the cell of the recluse, but through 
the thick of life, for the world has need of such as he if it is not to perish.”) 
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Die entscheidende Stunde 


Die Geschichte der christlichen Studentenbewegung ist die Ge- 
schichte ihrer Fuehrer. Die ersten dreissig Jahre sind untrennbar 
verbunden mit dem Namen ihres Fuehrers: Dr. John R. Mott. 
Ich hoerte ihn zum erstenmal als Student in Berlin. Wie 
zufaellig kam ich in seinen Vortrag, ich kannte kaum seinen 
Namen. Er nahm mich vom ersten Augenblick an gefangen. 
Er war der einzige, der die ganze Welt in allen ihren Zusammen- 
haengen als Einheit sah, und als Verpflichtung. In ihm lebte 
der Wille, sie nach den Gesetzen der anderen Welt zu formen. 
Begeisterung ging von ihm auf seine Hoerer ueber. Damals 
rief er auf zu einer Studentenweltkonferenz in Constantinopel, 
1911, . 

Ich sah ihn wieder in Constantinopel und stand acht Tage 
unter dem Feuer seines Einflusses. Seine Augen waren: immer 
voll Prophetie in weite Fernen gerichtet. In ihm war ein Ernst 
den damals noch die wenigsten kannten, erst der Weltkrieg hat 
ihn anderen gelehrt. “Die entscheidende Stunde der Weltge- 
schichte kommt. _Was wird der Anteil der Studenten, was wird 
dein Anteil sein?” 

Und ich traf einen anderen, seinen Freund und Schueler C. T. 
Wang, den chinesichen Studentenfuehrer, der spaeter der Dele- 
gierte Chinas bei der Versailler Conferenz war. Er sagte uns 
damals: “Der Westen glaubt, er habe eine Erziehungs- und Mis- 
sionsaufgabe an dem Osten. Das Gegenteil ist richtig. Eure 
westliche Civilisation ist reif zum Untergang. Ihr nennt sie 
christlich, im Osten wird sie vielfach betrachtet als ein Vorwand 
fuer Geschaefte und Eroberungen. Die Katastrophe scheint 
unabwendbar. Aber nach dreissig Jahren werden Maenner vom 
Osten nach dem Westen kommen muessen um euch zu helfen, 
den Weg des Lebens wieder zu finden.” 

Wer als junger Student, drei Jahre vor dem Weltkrieg, das 
Feuer, das in solchen Maennern brennt, in sich aufnehmen konnte, 
in dem begann eine “Bewegung”, die seinem Leben einen neuen 
Sinn gab. Er bekam ein im Unendlichen liegendes Ziel, dem sich 
andere aeussere Ziele mehr und mehr unterordneten. 

Die Summe vieler tausender solcher Bewegungen, in entschei- 
denden Stunden von Dr. Mott und seinen Freunden ueber die ganze 
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Welt hin hervorgerufen, bildet die christliche Studentenbewegung. 
Alles andere ist nur aeussere Form. Wuerde die Geschichte 
aller dieser Bewegungen geschrieben, angefangen vielleicht von 
dem General Feng, der jetzt einer der staerksten Faktoren oest- 
licher Geschichte ist, bis zu irgend einem armen russischen 
Emigrantenstudenten, der in hoffnungsloser Heimatlosigkeit auf 
irgend einer suedamerikanischer Farm sich durchkaempft,—diese 
Geschichten wuerden ein goldenes Buch bilden, wie es in der 
Geschichte unserer Universitaeten noch nie geschrieben worden 
ist. 

Geistige Kraefte in allen Laendern waren durch Signale aus 
der anderen Welt in Marsch gesetzt. Begeisterung und Glaube 
gab ihnen immer neue Kraft. Wohin ging der Weg in das 
Koenigtum Gottes? Wann kam “DIE ENTSCHEIDENDE 
STUNDE”? 

An ihrer Stelle kam der Weltkrieg. Anstatt neuer Brueder- 
lichkeit ersannen die Menschen die letze Vollendung der Metho- 
den des Toetens. Anstelle des Wortes: “Liebet eure Feinde” 
wurde das andere Wort wahr: “Hasset eure Brueder”. Die 
gleichen Kinder, von denen Jesus sagte, dass in ihnen das Him- 
melreich sei, wurden durch Not und Hunger zu hundert tausen- 
den getoetet. 

War dies die entscheidende Stunde? Dann ist sie endgiltig 
verloren. Denn alles was neben diesem Geschehen an Versuchen 
der Liebe fuer Verwundete, Gefangene Kinder geschah, war nicht 
mehr als ein schwaches Streicheln ueber die Hand eines Ster- 
benden. Die andere Hand mit der Gewalt “Stehe auf und 
wandle” ist noch nicht erschienen. 


Gott will uns vorbereiten 


In einem seiner Romane schildert der franzoesiche Dichter 
Balzac den Zusammenbruch einer Familie. Katastrophe ueber 
Katastrophe bricht ueber sie herein. Endlich flieht die Tochter 
verzweifelt zu einer alten weisen Frau und auf die Frage, was 
alles dies unfassbare zu bedeuten gabe, erhaelt sie die Antwort: 
“Gott will uns vorbereiten.” 

Der Weltkrieg war nur der erste Glockenschlag der entschei- 
denden Stunde die begonnen hat. Er kam, um uns vorzubereiten 
auf die groesseren Dinge, die bevorstehen, um durch seine Grau- 
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sigkeit auch den letzten wachzuruetteln von denen, die ueber die 
ganze Welt hin entschlossen sind, den neuen Weg des Lebens zu 
verwirklichen, ; 

Der Weltkrieg war die Verkoerperung des grossen Geheimnis- 
ses, dass nur durch den Tod neues Leben entstehen kann. Ein 
anderer Dichter, Goethe, hat diese Erkenntnis als die wichtigste 
Frucht seines langen, weisheitsvollen Lebens bezeichnet, er sagt 
dass nur der wirklich Mensch ist, in dem tiefsten Sinne dieses 
Wortes, der erkennt, dass der neue Mensch erst dann wach wird, 
wenn der alte zerfaellt. 

Dieses Mysterium durchzieht das ganze Leben, jede geistige 
Erfahrung, die ganze bisherige Weltgeschichte. Wie haette es 
geschehen koennen, dass es in dieser ENTSCHEIDENDEN 
STUNDE der Weltgeschichte nicht in Erscheinung getreten 
waere ? 

So ist der Weltkrieg nicht eine Widerlegung, sondern die volle 
Bestaetigung der Lehre von der ENTSCHEIDENDEN 
STUNDE. Dass ihre Verkuender sie in anderer Form und in 
einer naeheren Zeit zu sehen glaubten, beweist nur dass ihr Bild 
als eine Vision in einer Welt erschaut wurde, in der Raum und 
Zeit unbekannte Begriffe sind. Jeder mit wirklicher Gabe der 
Prophetie und Vision ausgestatte Verkuender hat sich ueber die 
aeussere Form, zum mindesten aber ueber den Zeitpunkt dessen 
was er kommen sah, getaeuscht, die grossen Propheten Israels und 
selbst Jesus nicht ausgenommen. 

Aber der Weltkrieg hat die Verantwortung jedes einzelnen 
ungeheuer vergroessert. Wer jetzt noch schlaeft, der ist fuer 
das neue Leben verloren. Wer jetzt noch zoegert, der ist nicht 
berufen. Wer nur versucht, das alte wieder aufzubauen, der hat 
die Zeichen der Zeit nicht erkannt. 

So fordert die heutige Zeit von uns die alte Begeisterung, 
Zuversicht und Hingabe, nur dass die alte Vision durch die Er- ' 
fahrungen des Weltkrieges umgewandelt werden muss zu einer 
neuen Vision. 


a 
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Die neue Vision 


Ich habe den Drucker gebeten, hier zunaechst einmal zehn 
Zeilen leer zu lassen. Dies soll jeden von uns auffordern, selbst 
seine Gedanken darueber hier niederzuschreiben und damit zu 
beginnen den ersten Schritt seiner neuen Verantwortung zu 
erfuellen. Wenn diese leeren Zeilen in jedem Hefte ausgefuellt 
wuerden, dann waeren diese leeren Zeilen die wichtigsten aller je 
gedruckten Zeilen. Denn in ihnen wuerde liegen das ganze Bild 
dieser neuen Vision, die den naechsten dreissig Jahren christ- 
licher Studentenbewegung voran leuchten soll. 


Denn diese neue Vision kann unmoeglich von einem oder von 
wenigen gefunden werden, die ganze Studentenbewegung in allen 
Laendern, mit den Erfahrungen der “Sieger” und der “Besieg- 
ten’, der Kriegsteilnehmer und der Heeresdienstverweigerer, der 
Studenten aus den reichen und den durch den Krieg verarmten 
Laendern, muss zusammenwirken um dieses Bild auszubauen. 

Wenn ich ganz kurz einen Gedanken dazu anfuehren soll, so 
moechte ich dies tun mit einem der ergreifendsten Bilder aus 
einem Buche des groessten russischen Erzaehlers, Dostojewski. 
In drei Romanbaenden schildert er das Leben der Brueder Kara- 
masoff, von denen einer unter der Obhut und Leitung eines 
wundervoll verklaerten Heiligen versucht, ein reines heiliges 
weltabgeschiedenes Leben zu fuehren. Am Ende des letzten 
Bandes stirbt dieser heilige Lehrer und sein letztes Wort an 
seinen liebsten Schueler ist das tragische Wort: “ich fuerchte, 
mein Weg war falsch und du musst vielleicht einen andern gehen. 
Ich sehe jetzt, es ist nicht richtig, um die Welt herumzugehen 
und ausserhalb in irgend einer Abgeschiedenheit ein reines heiliges 
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Leben aufzubauen. Der Weg des wirklichen Heiligen wird 
kuenftig mitten durch die Welt hindurch fuehren, denn die Welt 
braucht ihn, um nicht unterzugehen. Dieser Weg wird furchtbar 
schwer und voll Qualen sein. Aber ich glaube, du solltest ihn 
als erster versuchen.” Man sagt, dass Dostojewski die Absicht 
hatte, diesen “Weg des Heiligen durch die Welt mittenhindurch” 
in einem spaeteren Bande zu beschreiben. Er starb vorher. Das 
Buch blieb ungeschrieben. Das Russland von heute gibt die 
Antwort auf dieses ungeschriebene Buch und auf diesen unbe- 
schrittenen Weg. 

Wird die christliche Studentenbewegung ihn fuer die Welt 
beschreiten? Die ENTSCHEIDENDE STUNDE ist gekom- 
men. 


The Federation and the United States 
of America 
By Davin R. PorTER 


Tue Federation has maintained the heights and breadths of Jesus 
Christ before the eyes of past student generations: in that fact 
you may see its chief contribution to our life and thought. And 
this during a period when it has often been easy to hold resolutely 
to no great convictions and beliefs. Its early days were in a 
period called by some an Age of Doubt; it has certainly been an 
age of questioning when many men held their beliefs tentatively. 
Too often this attitude was carried to the futile extreme of be- 
lieving nothing. It is much easier to criticize the beliefs of others 
than it is to fight through to a belief of your own. Is it not 
scientific to hold truth at arm’s length and examine it? In the 
face of such attitudes, partly good and partly pernicious, the 
Federation has flung out across the world the challenge to live 
to-day as well as to prepare to live to-morrow; to prove all things 
but to hold very fast that which is good. 


The High Standards of the Federation 


In its early days I judge it would have been far easier to unite 
the different national student groups on some plane lower than the 
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explicitly Christian one. The Federation would have been more 
immediately acceptable to a larger constituency. All the more 
credit, then, to its founders that they builded so well. In this 
day of wide-spread disillusionment and pessimism we may not be 
too grateful that the challenge of the Federation is up to the 
heights of moral and spiritual achievement—to the austere, de- 
manding standards of the Lord Jesus. In the realms both of 
personal character and of social re-adjustments there is no other 
name given under Heaven by which we may be saved. 


The Breadth of the Federation 


Then the Federation has been wide as well as high. In the 
face of provincialism and pagan nationalism it has helped us see 
the vision of a whole world made obedient to the will of Christ. 
In the United States this has been a blessing indeed. Our geo- 
graphical isolation has been conducive to a spirit of self-reliance 
and self-esteem to which the facts give no sufficient warrant. We 
have been in dire need of a world view, a conception of world 
needs and a consciousness of world fellowship. The student 
classes have been specially fortunate that this need has been so 
largely met in several tangible ways. The foreign missionary 
cause has from the first been inextricably enmeshed in the fibre 
of our Student Movement. The mission boards of all the 
Churches have been either initiated or rejunevated by students 
who have heard in the Associations and conferences the call of 
Him who first “saw the multitude” and gave His life for it. 
This has been particularly true of the intimate relation between 
the student Associations and the Foreign Departments of the two 
Association movements; the large number of former student 
secretaries who under the Association have gone out to other 
lands, especially for work among students, has made inevitable 
a very close bond of international fellowship. In a similar way 
the increasingly diffused realization of the World’s Student 
Christian Federation has facilitated a world view and a world 
fellowship. It furnishes a window through which we are able 
to see the world. The frequent references to it in our literature 
and conferences, the enlarging number of foreign students and 
of foreign visitors, especially Student Movement secretaries, the 
pilgrimages and the increased number of representatives on the 
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General Committee, have all helped to make the Federation known 
and appreciated more than it was a few years ago. 

All this is but to say that a great idea is getting under way. 
The Kingdom may come! All the nations and races may be united - 
in a great loyalty to which all lesser loyalties will be subservient. 
The Holy City, as the Seer quaintly but truly said, may “be let 
down out of heaven”—as soon as we are ready for it. We sorely 
need an organism within which this captivating idea may become 
embodied and manifested. We are coming to see the essential 
necessity of some such corporate fellowship transcending all the 
individual personalities which compose it and in turn furnishing 
the only adequate matrix for the development of new contagious 
personalities. Such an organism the Federation is for many 
becoming. It is for many right now the surest pledge of the 
ultimate coming and dominance of the Church Universal. 


The Task of the Future 


Great ideas like these, which the Federation has little by little 
helped us to see and to approximate, are timeless. The task of 
the future is primarily the conservation of these central verities 
and the carrying of them forward to those new interpretations 
and applications which each new generation fortunately makes 
necessary. These are survival values. This, of course, does not 
mean that we have a static faith and message; quite the opposite 
is true. The values which have been proved vital and dynamic 
are our only entirely sure leads for the coming days. 

There is left for us to decide what attitude and spirit shall 
dominate the present General Committee, those who for the 
time being are responsible for the Federation’s life. It should be 
the spirit of adventure. Nothing less will be congenial to the 
present student generation; nothing else is worthy of the Federa- 
tion’s past; nothing else is consistent with the Incarnation. For 
after all a movement like this is made not by the daring of men 
but by the daring of God. The important thing is not for us to 
arouse ourselves to a great venture of faith so much as it is to 
realize that God has a will for us. The more we contemplate 
that and our own unworthiness the surer we become that He 
assumed the risks of possible defeat to His purposes by leaving 
the future so largely in our hands. Quite literally the spirit 
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of adventure ought then to mark our plans for the Federation’s 
future. Should we not have far more audacious schemes, for 
example, for world conferences; inter-racial fellowships; search 
-for the roots of international tension; and perhaps, as Professor 
Cairns has urged upon us, a simultaneous effort to get the students 
of all the world to make a common study of the mind of Christ 
for our day? 


Past and Future of the Federation 
By E. G. GuLiIn 


To recount the contributions which the Federation has made to 
Finland is to recall happy memories. Our Student Christian 
Movement owes to the Federation its very origin in 1897 and 
throughout our history the Federation has given us good encour- 
agement and new visions in the great possibilities and lofty tasks 
of the student work. 

In trying to indicate in what special forms our small, far-away 
country has received help from the Federation, we shall begin 
with things which have had for us in contrast to larger countries 
relatively little importance. 


Promotion of International Friendship 


The Federation has promoted international friendship by col- 
lecting information about the students in all lands, by arranging 
international student conferences, and by directing an extensive 
and highly organized student relief work. This activity to unite 
different nations has surely had its great importance, which is 
seen, for instance, in the fact that our Federation was capable of 
withstanding the great stress of the war. But this international 
sympathy ought not to be overestimated. It is often deemed to 
be limited to a mere emotional value in the hours of international 
and inter-racial communion at our conferences. When the naked 
reality comes, every one of us is again above all a member of his 
own nation. And so also the strain felt at our conferences 
between the different religious types soon gives way at home to 
complete acquiescence in the homely and cherished religiosity. 
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Very often the real international results attained are experienced 
only by those few fortunate students who have been able to attend 
the international conferences. 


The Inspiration of the World-wide Student Movement 


For our students in general the Federation means more through 
its mere being than through its international activity. The fact 
that almost 300,000 present-day young people of high scientific 
attainment are earnestly seeking for power from the Gospel of 
Christ and that more than 13,000 academic citizens from the ranks 
of this world-wide movement have gone as missionaries to the © 
mission field, is a stupendous consideration which our students 
have to take into account when they decide their position towards 
Christianity. _ 


Christian Personalities in the Federation . 


The Federation has, however, made its best gift to us in the 
Christian personalities in whom its loftiest ideals and central 
religious spirit have been as if embodied. As such men we remem- 
ber K. M. Eckhoff and Baron Paul Nicolay, not to mention still 
living leaders of the Federation. The manner in which the finest 
mental cultivation in them is bound up with a whole-hearted devo- 
tion to the Lord, has struck us as a revelation. Their Christ-like 
life has simply demonstrated to student generations, one after 
another, that God lives. This is the greatest possible contribution 
given to students, for whom belief in the reality of the unseen 
world is so extraordinarily difficult. 


Points of Emphasis in the Future 


What should be the points of emphasis in the future is largely 
indicated by what has already been stated. The Federation will 
fulfil its aim by keeping to its special nature. And the special 
nature of our Federation is its Christian aspect: because there 
are many world movements and many student movenients, but 
only one World’s Student Christian movement. The only point, 
therefore, on which the Federation should lay chief emphasis 
lies, according to my opinion, in heeding always its central :re- 
ligious objective. 

Looking back upon Federation history, especially in its earlier 
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period, we cannot fail to note that the power of the Federation 
has been aggressive, victorious evangelization in which wholly 
devoted men have powerfully preached about the risen and living 
Lord and about His sin-conquering power in the lives of indi- 
viduals. | 

Looking at the present situation, we cannot fail to note that the 
Federation has come to its years of manhood, where the burning 
inspiration of its earlier days often has been changed into calm 
reflection, where the creating of new life has given place to organ- 
izing activities, and where there is much vague discussion of the 
Kingdom of God and one’s obligations to the community. This 
development is quite common in the history of religious move- 
ments: on the first love there follows the every-day monotony 
and coldness; on the creative period there follows the organizing 
period, which often means becoming set in fixed moulds. 

Is this perhaps also the case with the Federation? Its work has 
grown and extended, won new areas and forms. In itself all this 
is to the good. But, alas, it seems to me as if our Lord should 
cry to us: “All these ought ye to have done. . .” Care must be 
taken lest in extending the Federation and in organizing its work 
we find ourselves at the end organizing “dead bones” instead of 
living life. The chief object is life. If there is life, it will find 
forms as if by itself. 

Here I feel as if some one were remarking to me that this 
point of view is too one-sided and narrow, hostile to culture, and 
unfit for a student movement. Possibly such a remark is justi- 
fiable, but the following considerations should also be noted. 
There is a one-sidedness of a healthy kind, that of which Jesus 
says: “One thing is needful.” Furthermore, narrowness of the 
right kind always means power. The more things there are to 
be attended to, the nearer also is the danger lest the salt lose his 
savour. The character of culture is good for the Federation, but 
if it is to be won at the sacrifice of the absolutely uncompromising 
nature of Christianity, what is it then worth? “The foolishness 
of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men.” Care must be taken lest in reconciling “culture” and 
Christianity we try to combine water and fire, the present-day 
relativism and agnosticism and Christian conviction. 

Even a stiperficial survey of the present-day civilized world 
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shows us how our youth to a very large extent is lapsing into the 
power of sin, sensuality, and practical materialism. We must 
invent all means to rescue our students from it. The question is, 
whether our Federation is offering them bread, or stones in place 
of bread. According to our conviction mere lofty ideals and 
good organization are here insufficient. This task requires kin- 
dling lives and a full-voiced message of the new life offered by 
Christ in His communion. 

By emphasizing this most important point in all its activities 
the Federation will be conserving and enriching its very life. 
Possibly the number of our membership will be diminished in 
consequence, but does that really matter? Perhaps the Federation 
on these lines will generate Christian personalities —can we afford 
to do without them?—and then we shall attain to the unity in 
spirit, for which the Federation must otherwise look in vain. 


The Federation and the Danish Movement 


By Tace ScHACK 


Ir is difficult to overestimate the significance of the World’s 
Student Christian Federation for the Danish Student Movement. 
It has through its very existence been an appeal to a wider outlook 
and a source of strength in times of weakness. Through the 
visits of its leading men, especially those of Dr. Mott and Mr. 
Wilder, it has given strong impulses both to many individuals 
and to the Movement as a whole, and in that way given birth to 
forces which still can be traced. 
“When you look back to the beginning of the Student 

Movement here, you must not overlook the fact that it was 

a result of an international movement, a fruit of the working 

of the Spirit of God all over the world.” 
Thus writes one of the veterans of the Movement in this country, 
Dr. H. O. Lange. It has been an appeal to activity, to whole- 
hearted service of God which possibly was most. needed and 
important. to us. 


The Broadening of Our Horizon 


The World’s Student Christian Federation widened the horizon 
of the Christian students and enlarged the scope of their thoughts 
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and plans to include, first, foreign missions, from the beginning 
so closely bound up with the Federation, then, their duty toward 
the social question, and lastly—since the war—an attempt to solve 
the still more overwhelming international and inter-racial prob- 
lems. Through all this the World’s Student Christian Federation 
has been an appeal to lift up your eyes and look far beyond the 
limits of your own country to an unselfish service of humanity. 
Through it all we have had the consciousness of communion with 
our brothers in other countries, those who share the same faith 
and hope as we. Perhaps this is the point where the Federation 
unconsciously and indirectly has had its greatest significance for 
us, as for instance, in the Day of Prayer for Students. 


Breadth and Depth 


Yet it is not too much to say that we are expecting still more 
of the Federation in the future than it has given us in days gone 
by. It appears to us that the main question for the future of the 
Student Movement is thus whether it can unite breadth with con- 
centration, whether it can sustain its present broadly inclusive 
social message and at the same time foster the most personal 
concentration and devotion (Innerlichkeit). This is very difficult ; 
and perhaps the leaders and the rank and file of the members 
should give themselves to a much more penetrating intellectual 
and personal consideration of what we believe and what we are 
living on, than we have hitherto thought necessary, and as a 
fruit of this reflection, to a deeper Christian life. 


The Need of a Realistic Christianity 


We are in need of a clear and honest, very realistic Christianity. 
This and only this has a message for students in an age when 
“culture pessimism” and despair are gaining ground; and faith 
in progress, which has been the stronghold of so many lives, is 
beginning to decline. We can see faintly now that human activity 
and enterprise are not enough, yes, that human idealism, even the 
highest, cannot perform anything without God Himself. A strong 
emphasizing of human nothingness and of God as both the begin- 
ning and the object of all that we are doing, in short, a marked 
theocentric preaching, that is what we are in need of, far both 
from a narrow pietism and from a Christian-coloured humanism. 
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We are not called upon to serve “causes” and “movements,” or 
ideas and ideals, but God Himself and Jesus, our Lord. And 
lastly, we must emphasize now that Christianity is not the con- 
servation of the human goodness in us, but salvation and redemp- 
tion, resurrection, a quite new life. 


More Emphasis on Personal Work 


Thus it may be said, of course, that the World’s Student Chris- 
tian Federation must emphasize in a higher degree personal and 
religious work. It is perhaps still better to say that we are in need 
of a new message about the Spirit of God. It is not our activity, | 
but only the Holy Spirit that can change the world and ourselves. 
To expect less from ourselves and more from God is the deepest 
need of the Student Movement now, in face of the great tasks 
and possibilities in the student world and without it. 


The Great Opportunity of the Federation 
By S. MiIcHELET 


In Norway the attitude of our student world towards religious 
and moral topics has changed totally during the last twenty or — 
thirty years. Twenty-five years ago it seemed to be as impossible 
as it was useless to bring such topics before our general Uni- 
versity Student’s Union. Only sneers would have been the result. 
But even before the war the attitude had become altered, and to- 
day no other class of youth in our country is so sympathetic 
towards religion and Christianity as the university students (and 
the pupils of the colleges or higher schools giving admission to 
university matriculation). It is commonly understood that this 
change is very much due to the existence and life of the Christian 
union and to the participation of its members in the general 
student life of the University. 


The Student Movement as a Unifying Force 


' A special contribution to the Christian life of our country may 
here be separately named. Our national Church (comprising 
more than ninety-seven per cent. of the population) has for more 


A 


1925 The Great Opportunity 205 


than twenty years been very much occupied with a permanent 
controversy between the orthodox Lutheran way of thinking and 
the new “liberal” theology (ie. between a moderate kind of 
fundamentalism and a similar type of modernism). In this long 
period of temptation to religious intellectualism and radicalism in 
one direction or the other, the Christian Union has succeeded in 
keeping the generations of theological students in sound balance, 
leading personal Christian lives in prayer, faith, and good will, 
in confession and forgiveness of sins, approaching their studies 
with fair-mindedness and still without over-rating the problems 
of controversy. Our means of rendering such help as well as of 
keeping together in the unity of the Spirit students both of the 
modernist faculty and of the fundamentalist has been the 
Christian way of life: religious and social work, but above all 
prayer and devotional Bible study. For life and unity must begin 
with God. And oneness of life and work in God has proved more 
important and effective than even unity of thought about Him. 


The Service Rendered by the Federation 


The very essential help received from the Federation in the 
young days of our Movement consisted above all in the short 
campaigns by Dr. Mott and others and in the vision of the 
World’s Federation and the ideals it stood for. During and 
after the war it gave us the great benefit of working to help 
fellow men in need. It seems to me providential that the Federa- 
tion had become a fixed reality before the Great War, and it has 
vast opportunities in this new age, greater, perhaps, than its 
power to utilize them. 


A Problem and a Challenge 


This seems the most serious problem of the Federation just 
now. It needs much wisdom from God to do “the right thing” 
and not “everything”. But still more it needs—we all need— 
much more power from God to do all His will. That is, we need 
prayer, intercession, and all that is given to us to the end of 
accepting the full powers of God. 

The best of the youth of to-day is feverishly engaged in criti- 
cizing, planning better ways of personal and social life, talking, 
and setting to work. I do not consider this a sign of strength, 
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but a sign of nervousness. The religious tendency of the present 
times is not a sign of increasing Christian life but rather a sign 
of mortal peril of irreligion—just as the shivering fits of fever 
demand warmth, not out of experience of its blessed effect but 
out of experience of chill. Such signs give no reason for triumph, 
but surely they give a great and fateful opportunity for our life- 
giving Gospel of Christ. And the remedy of our age is not 
apologetics, but that we in life and words help men to life in 
God through Christ, help them to real conversion and regenera- 
tion. Of course our life and words must be modern, our Chris- 
tian thinking and understanding must be in full correspondence 
with present knowledge and thinking (not always in accordance 
_with it). To have our Christian thinking laced in obsolete dog- 
matism seldom permits fulness of life and surely constitutes a 
hindrance to the realization of our message by contemporaries. 
Our problems of belief must have fair and open treatment, the 
more so because they are also the problems of our best fellow 
students in need. All this ought by now to be a truism. 

But the only absolutely indispensable thing is to have secured 
to feverish souls the full power of God, the full fire of faith and 
love. And never before was the old policy of the Federation to 
cultivate prayer life and devotional Bible study more to the point 
than now. If we solve all the critical and practical problems and 
have not ourselves the inner life in God, we are but sounding 
brass. Extensive work is very much needed, it is true, but inten- 
sive growth must now be our first and fundamental aim. This 
won, all is won. 


The Student Movement 


By MANFRED ByOrKQUIST 
(Translation from the Swedish by U. Almgren) 


A LIvING student movement must be in close touch with the 
spiritual development of its own country and its own time. It 
fulfills its object in proportion as it meets the needs of its own 
generation and responds to that generation’s deepest demands. 
On the whole the Swedish Student Movement has had an inti- 
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mate connection with the spiritual movements in Sweden during 
the last half century. 


Contributions to National Religious Life 


When our people awoke to a fuller realization of their respon- 
sibility towards foreign missions, the missionary interest among 
the students became centred in the Student Missionary Associa- 
tions in Upsala and Lund. A lasting contribution from that time 
is the Hymnal of the Student Missionary Association. Many of 
its hymns are now sung in all the Christian communities in 
Sweden. 

When at the beginning of this century a new church con- 
sciousness was born, partly influenced by a great national awaken- 
ing, and a new vision of the great task of the National Church 
began to dawn, this new conception found its warmest adherents 
in the Christian student world. The Church should be in close 
co-operation with the best in the spiritual life of the people and 
aim at bringing the whole nation into the service of God. The 
students felt a particular responsibility for the great mass of 
Swedish youths. These must be brought to realize that God 
even at that very time was preparing something of the utmost 
importance. Thus was born the so-called “Crusade Movement”, 
which formed a separate section within the Student Movement 
and expressed itself through the so-called “volunteer corps”. 
Many fruitful initiatives have originated in these circles, e.g., 
the annual conventions of young men and women which now 
gather in many places (last year about forty, with about 5000 
delegates), a “people’s high school” started by the Church, meet- 
ings between students and labourers, the Sigtuna Foundation— 
a centre for Christian educational work among young people, 
etc. This work for the benefit of the Swedish young people has, 
I believe, made our Movement well known and appreciated. 

It has also been of great importance that the students have 
been bearers of the new and fertile theology according to which 
God is the living God who works and creates until now, whose 
revelation is a revelation of life, and who has sent us a Saviour 
who after His resurrection became the living Head of His Church. 

Our Student Movement has thus been very actively engaged 
in work among the young people of Sweden. It might, perhaps, 
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be said that it has somewhat neglected the work among students. 
But this danger has of late been clearly recognized. 


The Future of the Movement 


With regard to the near future of our Movement at home and 
abroad I have the following hopes and desires: 

1, Within the whole student world there is a growing struggle 
between the fundamentalists and men of more liberal opinions. 
It is undoubtedly our common duty to deepen our own Christian 
experience and to attempt to express it as clearly as possible. It 
is also our duty to treasure the spiritual inheritance which God 
has given us through our various Churches. But may we not in 
the face of the world-wide suffering and the enormous tasks of 
the Church to-day make our contribution towards the keeping 
and strengthening of the unity of the Church? Our fight must 
be more a positive struggle for truth than a disagreement with 
our brethren. If we regard any group as heretical, we ought 
rather to pray for it than excommunicate its members from the 
Christian fellowship. We must face together the misery of the 
present time both for our own sake and for the sake of the world 
and of Christ. Only a united Christendom can preach Christ 
powerfully. Let us also remember that however necessary it 
be to have a right doctrine, Christ according to the Gospel shall 
judge us on the judgment day not according to our opinions of 
faith but according to our acts of faith. Let us have a mora- 
torium in our doctrinal controversies ! 

2. A growing problem in the student world is how to find the 
way back into the Church. Neither the Student Movement nor 
any other association can give us the spiritual home which the 
Church alone affords. To be sure, the Church has badly realized 
her object, if she does not help us to find our way back. The 
Church needs us and we need the Church. And if we find our 
Church somnolent and lacking strength, imperfect and behind 
the times, it is our duty to do our utmost to make her fit to become 
the Church of the future. Many a young man outside the uni- 
versity is spiritually homeless, because in the Student Movement 
he did not receive help to find his way back into the Church. It 
should not be so. We must with greater seriousness take up this 
great problem: our Movement and the different Churches. 


or 
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3. Have we a message for our own generation? We have an 
everlastingly old Gospel, forever the same. And we have a per- 
petually new Gospel—the prophetic message for this present time 
of ours. What has Christ to say to this our own student genera- 
tion? Which doors of the heart shall even now open themselves 
for Him? This is a serious question put to our Movement. So 
much more needful to have an answer ready now, when we stand 
upon the threshold of an important decision. For the first time 
in history the young people of a whole world are going to be con- 
fronted with the Crucified. Do we obscure His picture? This 
is the greatest question for our Movement. 


Australia’s Debt to the W. S. C. F. 


By Marcaret Ho_meEs 


By its geographical position Australia is to a great extent cut off 
from contact with other nations, and the majority of its students 
are debarred the opportunities of international intercourse which 
are part of the educational heritage of students of many other 
lands. The World’s Student Christian Federation, therefore, has 
a very important contribution to make to the Student Christian 
Movement of this country, and through the Movement to students 
generally, by bringing them into touch with the thought and life 
of other nations. It is making this contribution mainly in three 
ways:—(1) by the visits of Federation ‘secretaries, and leaders 
from other Student Movements, (2) by its international Confer- 
ences and Committee meetings, and (3) by its literature. 


Visits of Student Movement Leaders 


From the first visit of Dr. Mott in 1896, when the foundations 
of the Australasian Student Movement were laid, to the present 
time, the visits of Student Movement leaders from abroad have 
been epoch-making events in our Movement’s development, and 
the most effective channel for the influence of the world-wide 
Movement. (Our chief complaint is that our very remoteness, 
which constitutes our strongest claim for this kind of help, has 
prevented tis from receiving our full share of it). Dr. Mott came 
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to this country in 1896 on his first world-tour as General Secre- 
tary of the W. S. C. F. and fresh from a pioneer visit to Japan, 
and his visit transformed scattered groups of Christian students 
into a “Movement” and linked them up with the World’s Feder- 
ation. His coming was, indeed, a gesture of friendship from the 
students of Britain, for it was in response to a cabled request from 
British students assembled in Conference at Liverpool that he in- 
cluded Australia and New Zealand in his tour. Seven years later 
—in 1903—Dr. Mott again visited this country. The outstanding 
feature of the second visit was the holding of a Missionary Con- 
ference, from which there resulted a wave of missionary enthusi- 
asm, which carried many of our best students into the foreign 
missionary service of the Church. Our next Federation visitor 
was Miss Rouse, who came to us in 1909, as W. S. C. F. travel- 
ling secretary for women students. With her wide experience of 
student problems, and her clarity of thought and expression, Miss 
Rouse brought to the leaders of our Movement a new sense of the 
evangelistic purpose of the Student Movement, and her visit 
marked an important step in the development of the women’s side 
of the work. On her advice the first woman travelling secretary 
was appointed, and women were elected to the General Committee 
which till then had been an entirely masculine body. The fol- 
lowing year some of our Universities had the privilege of receiv- 
ing Mr. William Temple (now Dr. Temple, Bishop of Manches- 
ter), who came to Australia on a holiday visit just before enter- 
ing on the headmastership of Repton and was “roped in” for a 
series of addresses to students in Adelaide, Sydney, and Mel- 
bourne. Mr. Temple’s name as a speaker and writer attracted 
large audiences of students, and his masterly presentation of the 
Christian message, and skill in dealing with the religious problems 
of students, (which have made him so valuable a speaker at 
British Student Conferences) made a deep impression on many of 
his hearers. Two years later, in 1912, came Mr. Alec Fraser, 
of Trinity College, Kandy, with the message of that wonderful 
school, which is so largely the expression of his remarkable per- 
sonality. His coming established a link between T. C. K. and 
Australia which has been maintained by a succession of men and 
women who have gone from here to share in its work. Then 
came the war, and the difficult post-war period, each making such 
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demands on leaders of the Student Movement in other lands as 
to prevent them from travelling to this far off country; and, 
though many urgent invitations were sent, eleven years passed 
without a visit from an overseas leader. At last, in 1923, in 
response to a joint invitation from the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and the Student Movement, Dr. Datta came among us 
and won his way into the hearts of Australian students, and 
awakened many to a new understanding of, and sympathy with, 
the students of India. Then in 1924 came Mr. C. D. Hurrey, the 
first Federation secretary to visit this Movement for fifteen years 
—and the first to cover the whole field, with its six University 
centres. With his intimate knowledge of student life in almost 
every part of the world, and his genius for making friends, Mr. 
Hurrey was able during his short visit to give our students 4 
vision of countries and conditions hitherto almost unknown, and 
to lead them into a fresh realization of the close world-brother- 
hood of which we area part. This year (1925) has been a fruit- 
ful one, for it has brought us two distinguished international visi- 
tors—the Reverend E. C. Dewick, travelling secretary of the 
Student Christian Association of India, Burma, and Ceylon, and 
Dr. E. A. Burroughs, the Dean of Bristol, both of whom, though 
coming to Australia for other purposes, have given valuable help 
to the work in the Universities, and have added their quota to the 
Federation’s contribution to the life of our Movement. 


Federation Conferences 


The attendance of our representatives at W. S. C. F. gather- 
ings—and their return with the inspiration of these gatherings— 
is the second means whereby the Federation touches our Move- 
ment. No feature of these gatherings is more valued by our 
representatives than the opportunities which they present of form- 
ing personal friendships with men and women of other races; and 
probably their chief contribution when they return is to pass on 
to others something of the new understanding of other peoples 
that has come to them by this means. Then, too, the preparatory 
commissions that have been a feature of the last two such gather- 
ings have given a number of people in our Movement a chance to 
share more intimately in their work, and to make in turn some 
contribution to the thought of the World Movement. And, as a 
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result, letters and reports, and the return of our representatives, 
have been looked for with increased eagerness; and so the out- 
standing messages of these meetings have been able to penetrate 
into the life of our Movement. Perhaps the Federation gathering 
which has made the strongest impression on our Movement was 
the Peking Conference in 1922. Our delegation was, for us, a 
large one, and one which was thoroughly representative of the 
current student generation. In addition to this, some of the mat- 
ters under discussion at that Conference, and in particular the 
problems of international relationships raised by the discussion 
of the “International Object” of the Federation, stirred very deep 
interest among the members of our Movement. Indeed to this 
Conference may be traced a new interest in international ques- 
tions. The wonderful tours arranged by the Chinese Movement 
after the Conference gave unusual opportunities for those personal 
contacts for which our representatives were eager. What it 
meant for an Australian student to spend a week travelling 
through China with a team consisting of six people, all of differ- 
ent races, can hardly be realized by members of Movements less 
isolated than ours. The High Leigh Meeting of the General Com- 
mittee again brought us, through our delegates, new links with the 
Federation and fresh insight into the thought of other Move- 
ments. To ensure that the message of this gathering should be 
carried into every part of our Movement, arrangements were 
made for one of our representatives, Mr. E. V. Newman, on his 
return to visit each of the University centres, as a special Travel- 
ling Secretary, for that purpose. 


Federation Literature 


The third channel of W. S. C. F. inspiration is its literature. 
Mention should first be made of The Student World. Though 
the circle of its readers is not so large as it should be, this maga- 
zine is greatly valued among us as a review of student thought 
throughout the Federation. So far the Federation News Sheet 
is reaching only a few of our leaders, but some of its most im- 
portant paragraphs are published in the Movement’s own journal 
and so reach a much wider circle. Vox Studentiwm is finding an 
increasing number of interested readers, and though not strictly a 
Federation publication, it is serving the purposes of the Feder- 
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ation in a most stimulating way. Then the admirable little reports 
based on the answers to the annual W. S. C. F. questionnaire, 
with their inspiring titles and attractive get-up, are proving very 
useful in keeping our constituency acquainted with the develop- 
ment of the Federation and the work of sister Movements. 


These are some of the more obvious ways in which the Feder- 
ation is contributing to the life of our Movement. Through them, 
and in other less tangible and less definable ways, the spirit of the 
Federation, which we believe has its source in the Spirit of God, 
is making itself felt among us, and helping students to realize their 
membership of the “One Family, Under Heaven.” — 


The Federation and the Netherlands 
By H. C. RutceErs 


THE very first and most outstanding contribution which the 
Federation made to the students of the Netherlands was the idea 
of a national Student Christian Movement, and in making us see 
what such a movement could be and do and of how great im- 
portance it could be in the student life of a country. Our Dutch 
Student Christian Movement was founded in 1896 by the dele- 
gates who had attended the international student missionary con- 
ference at Liverpool. It is, therefore, in a special sense a child 
of the Federation. 


Introduction of Helpful Methods 


The second contribution was that it taught us many methods 
which have proved extremely successful in student work and in 
work for boys and girls. Student summer conferences, the whole 
system of working through study circles for Bible or missionary 
or social study, the special work for boys and girls through sum- 
mer camps, and so many more methods of work, which in the 
past thirty years have proved so beneficial for our students and 
for our boys and girls, were not invented in our own country, 
but were introduced through the influence of the World’s Feder- 
ation. In this way the Federation has very largely influenced 


214 The Student World Oct. 


the methods of youth movements in our country. Many of these 
methods have now been so adapted to the special conditions of our 
country and have become so indigenous that people often entirely 
forget that they were originally a foreign importation and that we 
owe them to the Federation. 


The Broadening Influence of the Federation 


A third contribution of the Federation was that it taught us 
not to be satisfied with being a small group living happily together 
somewhere in a corner of the student world; it brought home to 
us the necessity of expansion into every field of student interest. 
The growth in the scope of work of the Dutch Movement in the 
last decade is largely due to impulses given by Federation work 
in other countries. 

And fourthly, the Federation as a World’s Federation widened 
the horizon of our Student Movement. It brought vividly before 
us the international and inter-racial questions and through such 
activities as the prisoners’-of-war work and the European Student 
Relief it gave an opportunity for practical co-operation. Also 
through the constant interchange of students at conferences and 
camps it gave an opportunity for international and inter-racial 
intercourse which was very valuable indeed. One of the greatest 
and most highly prized gifts the Federation bestows is the friend- 
ship of and close co-operation with men and women of other 
races.. This, more than any theoretical discussion, helps one to 
realize the unity of mankind. 


Points of Future Emphasis 


1. Expansion 


With regard to the points on which I should like to see the 
Federation lay chief emphasis during the next few years, my very 
first wish would be that the Federation continue to render all 
the services which it has rendered so efficiently in the past. There 
are still countries which do not know by experience the value of 
a student movement and there is still much pioneering work to do. 
The Federation may not rest until the chain of Student Move- 
ments is complete all around the world without a missing link, 
and in order to ensure this it must continue with greater force 


on 
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than ever all the work for pioneering and propaganda, for inter- 
change of experience and methods of work, for widening the 
horizon, and for promoting international and inter-racial good 
will, which it has done in the past; and again with full emphasis 
on the fact that all this is nothing if there is not a spiritual reality 
behind it all. Our Federation is nothing if it is not a Christian 
Federation and if it does not proclaim that the only hope for the 
world is in Christ, when His call shall have made men and women 
willing to let Him reign in their lives and their nations. 


2. Interchange of Ideas 


One would like especially to see the Federation add to the 
exchange of methods more of the exchange of ideas, so that we 
might get to know better than before what is the spiritual force 
that is moving our lives and our student Associations. Such dis- 
cussions as the one that evening at the Beatenberg General Com- 
mittee meeting are amongst the best things the Federation can do 
for us to make us really feel that we are all trying to find God 
in our lives and to live as His children, 


3. International and Inter-racial Relations 


And in the last place I should like the Federation to do more 
than ever before in order to promote good international and inter- 
racial relations and to do it more systematically and still more 
consciously. Not only through organizing such conferences as 
the Pan-Pacific conference and the international student camp in 
Switzerland, but also through promoting exchange of secretaries, 
visiting tours of students to other countries, inter-visitation of 
national conferences, and all other such means which could be 
used for a general international education of students. The 
World’s Federation has already done much in this respect, but I 
am convinced that far more could be done. 


4. A Sounder Financial Basis 


Finally, as treasurer of the Federation, the writer cannot 
refrain from remarking that one of the emphases of the Feder- 
ation during the next few years must be on the necessity of getting 
its finances on a sound basis, so that in the future the work of the 
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Federation shall be no longer crippled through lack of adequate 
resources. It is a pity that at the present time the Federation 
must refuse so many things it ought to do, because it simpy can- 
_not financially afford to do them. 


The Federation and Japan 


By Sorcu1 Saito 


THE year when the World’s Student Christian Federation first 
came into being marked the enactment at Shimonoseki of the 
peace treaty between Japan and China. It is very interesting to 
review the struggles Japan has had to undergo during these thirty 
years. The introduction of the World’s Student Christian Feder- 
ation into Japan through its General Secretary was providential, 
because the Japanese Student Movement thus found guidance at 
the very moment of special need. It was a source of inspiration 
because it enabled the students and their leaders to realize for 
the first time that their local individual and collective stand for 
Christ was part of the world movement. 

It was in 1896 that our Movement was first visited Dr. John 
R. Mott, then General Secretary of the newly organized World’s 
Student Christian Federation. He arrived at Nagasaki on 
November 8, 1896. Mr. Keinosuke Yabuuchi, the present Dean 
of Aoyama College, who was then a young student, served as his 
first interpreter in Japan. He has vivid memories of the trip. He 
said that Dr. Mott had to travel with him for many miles in a 
rickety horse-drawn carriage because the railroad was not then 
completed either in the mainland or in Kyushu. Dr. Mott spent 
twelve weeks in Japan. 


Contributions of the Federation | 


After his visits to colleges in Nagasaki, Yamaguchi, Fukuoka, 
Kumamoto, Kyoto, Kobe, Osaka, Okayama, Nagoya, Tokyo, and 
Sendai, a convention was held in Tokyo, January 18 and 19, for 
the organization of the Student Movement Union of Japan. 
Inasmuch as this new Movement of ours had complied with all 
the conditions, it was admitted to the Federation. It is not pos- 
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sible to express how much our Movement owes to the able leader- 
ship of the Federation. 

“The contribution of the World’s Student Christian Federa- 
tion to our Movement,” says Dr. Kajinosuke Ibuka, “is the fact 
that it helped our Movement to join the world organization, with 
all its bearings. It gave us an unprecedented opportunity to get 
acquainted with the Christian leaders of the world.” What an 
inspiration it was for the Japanese students to realize that there 
were in other lands large numbers of fellow students who had 
common aspirations ! 

The burning question in this first convention was the adoption 
of the evangelical basis. This suggests at once that there were 
many intellectual as well as spiritual difficulties; the theory of 
evolution versus religion, the evangelical faith versus the Uni- 
tarian, etc. Japan was indeed in a period of great transition. The 
Federation came to our country at the right moment.. During 
his stay Dr. Mott conducted a series of evangelical meetings 
among students and a large number of them were won to Christ 
and a new life. It is not unusual to find to-day Christian leaders, 
both lay and ministerial, among those who were converted during 
these campaigns. 

Delegates were sent from our Movement to the conferences 
held under the auspices of the Federation; at Williamstown, 
Ejisenach, Versailles, Sor6, Zeist, and other places. All these 
delegates brought back with them a first-hand knowledge of other 
Movements, and the multitude of impressions and inspirations 
produced in them by the conferences themselves. It is hard to 
estimate how eagerly and profitably those reports were received 
by our students in the Metropolis as well as in the local student 
centres. It goes without saying that those delegates upon their 
return took a most active part in the work of our Movement. 


The First World’s Conference in the Orient 

Special mention must be made regarding those two conferences 
which were held in the Far East, one in 1907 at Tokyo and the 
other in 1922 at Peking. The former was the first international 
gathering of any kind ever held in the Orient. Mr. Galen M. 
Fisher, to whose administrative ability we owe the success of 
this conference, says in his book, “Creative Forces in Japan”, 


218 The Student World Oct. 


“It [the conference] created a new respect for Christianity 
as a world force, and the accompanying evangelistic meetings 
held throughout the Empire focussed the attention of 
students upon Christ and resulted in many accessions to the 
churches.” 


The writer of this article was one of the student delegates to 
the Conference, and what it meant to him in his life work is hard 
to estimate now. This is only one personal testimony out of 
many to our gratitude toward the Federation. Through this 
conference the Japanese students began to be conscious of an 
international outlook. Strong appeals were made to the minds 
and hearts of the students to pledge themselves to the extension 
of the Kingdom in the Empire. Lasting impressions resulted 
from personal contacts with the leaders of the various Movements 
who attended the Conference: men like Dr. Karl Fries, Sir Alex- 
ander Simpson, Baron Nicolay, Dr. Sherwood Eddy, Dr. Mott, 
Pastor Eckoff, and Professor Henri Bois, to mention only a few. 
After the Conference evangelistic campaigns through the country 
were conducted with marked success. In connection with the 
Tokyo Conference, we must recollect one important new departure 
in the action of the Federation through which the Women’s Co- 
operating Committee became a Women’s Sub-Committee. Women 
attended all the meetings of the Tokyo Conference, and took part 
in the subsequent evangelistic campaign. 

Not long after this epoch-making conference at Tokyo, our 
Student Movement entered into the second period. As an expres- 
sion of the good will of the American students, a gift of substan- 
tial. proportions was made for our students. This enabled us to 
build the student hostels in the important student centres of the 
Empire. The work in these hostels proved to be a great success. 


Peking Conference 


Fifteen years elapsed between the Tokyo and Peking Confer- 
ences. The world had seen one of the greatest upheavals ever 
experienced by mankind. The Peking Conference was the first 
conference of the Federation after the World War and was of 
great significance. To this important gathering we succeeded in 
‘sending thirteen men delegates and nine women delegates, includ- 
ing nine able students, both men and women. 


a 
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The Peking Conference may be looked back upon from differ- 
ent angles. As far as the Japanese Movement is concerned, it 
exerted a great influence upon the students’ minds, particularly 
through the student delegates. When they came into close con- 
tact with the delegates from all parts of the world, and with 
the Chinese students in particular, and learned what cross-cur- 
rents were running in the world at large as well as in the Far 
East, their sense of responsibility as Christian students was keenly 
aroused. 

Among the many achievements of the Federation Conference; 
the appointment of Mr. Koo as a Federation secretary must be 
accorded the foremost place. It is hardly necessary to point out 
what effect this action had upon the minds of students in the 
Orient. Hitherto one might have thought that the Federation 
policy was considered always in terms of the Occident, but now 
the students and their leaders in the Orient began to realize that 
they, too, are responsible for the formation of the Federation 
policy and they must take their part in order to make their con- 
tribution to the world brotherhood. 


Literature 


Through the visits of Federation officers, our Movement has 
been greatly benefited. But one of the important factors in mak- 
ing the Federation known in our country has been the literature 
of the Federation. There is much to be desired in this branch 
of the work, yet. the occasional publications and the quarterly 
periodical have been very helpful. 


Future Possibilities 


Let us now see what future possibilities there are for the Feder- 
ation work in Japan. To the query, What should be the future 
task of the Federation? Dr. K. Ibuka replied, 

“The Federation ought to keep on with all its good works 
which have been started. If I am asked to express my hope 
and desire, I may mention that the Federation ought to en- 
courage the close contact of the students in different coun- 
tries,—in a word to encourage real Christian fellowship. The 
Peking Conference gave us a hope for the future. Let us 
share our responsibilities with others. We must make some 
contribution to the Federation, which is not only our duty but 
also our privilege.” . 
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Though our Student Movement has become indigenous, yet we 
need to-day more than ever the co-operation of the other Move- 
ments throughout the Federation. For instance, in the matter 
of leadership: the extensive programme of the Government De- 
partment of Education in Japan and the sudden increase of 
schools and the promotion of the status of colleges require a 
large number of teachers. Our government has been sending to 
the Western countries, therefore, a large number of students 
who may be regarded as potential candidates for professorships 
in these institutions. If the Federation could see that those 
students and professors who go abroad were brought into close 
contact with the Student Christian Movements in different coun- 
tries we can readily understand what a tremendous effect would 
be exerted upon their attitude toward life and work after their 
return to their own countries. 


Spiritual and Intellectual Difficulties 


In facing a tremendous opportunity which is ours let us call 
attention to a few points of need, where it may be possible for 
the Federation to make a real and definite contribution. Though 
the environment and condition in which our students find them- 
selves are quite different from what they used to be thirty 
years ago, yet the students of the present day have their intel- 
lectual difficulties also. They are confronted with baffling ques- 
tions peculiar to the present-day student life. Some of the Japan- 
ese students are keenly interested. in the practical application of 
Jesus’ teachings to modern problems, but there are some who are 
deeply interested in the more fundamental principles of life and 
Weltanschauung laid down by Jesus. Here again we must come 
to the Federation; it is a most fitting task for the Federation to 
give guidance to the minds of the students to-day. How helpful 
to our students were those discussions and arguments in the dif- 
ferent Commissions at High Leigh! 


Visitation 


We need the visitation of the strong leaders of the Federation 
more than we did in the past. No organization will equal the 
Federation in bringing together valuable experiences and thoughts 
of the Student Movements in the world. This is the day of re- 


1925 Japan Zak 


study and re-thinking. The thinking people would be only too 
grateful to the Federation if it could throw upon them the new 
light, so as to enable them to get hold of the real conviction of the 
Christian message which is a great need of the day. 


Co-operation of Men and Women 


In passing I would refer to our sister Movement and testify 
to the fact that the women of Japan have asserted themselves in 
the life of our people to an extent that cannot be overlooked. 
Their intellectual and spiritual aspirations are as strong as those 
of the men students. It is our sincere hope and desire that both 
the men’s and the women’s Movements can co-operate in the in- 
tensive work for the students. An effort is now being made to 
start a nation-wide evangelical campaign by both men’s and 
women’s organizations. 


New Spirit of Co-operation 


Our students to-day are very critical in their attitude toward 
life but at the same time it is gratifying to find that they are 
eager to see something done in the constructive manner. How to 
apply the teachings of Jesus to industrial, economic, social, and 
international relationships is the pivotal question with the mem- 
bers of the Student Movements in our country. On the other 
hand, their international outlook is widened and they are earnest 
in their attempt to help create a new spirit of co-operation. The 
movements of Gandhi and Sadhu Singh in India, the new thought 
movement in China, and youth movements in other countries have 
found ready response in the mind of young Japan, ready to share 
responsibilities with the young people in other parts of the world, 
and strongly determined to stand shoulder to shoulder in the 
realization of the higher idealism which is the basis of world 
civilization. Is this not a great challenge to the Federation, which 
stands for the movement of world brotherhood? To utilize these 
creative forces of the students in all lands will be the major 
task of the Federation as in the past. 


Oct. 
Road Building 


By Henry C. SARTORIO 


(Translation from the Italian) 


By placing the emphasis upon the spiritual verity of the Christian 
faith—leaving every one free to interpret the doctrine according 
to the Church or Denomination to which he belongs—the Federa- 
tion is working for that unity so greatly desired by the most 
sincere of those who are fighting beneath the banner of Christ. 
The leaven of profound religious liberty which the Federation 
brings to students—the future leaders, the groups of young people 
belonging to every branch of Christianity, whom the Federation 
unites for the study of that which is needful for the soul’s well- 
being,—provides the preparation best adapted to secure the future 
union of all believers. 


The Federation and Internationalism 


The human heart thirsts after love. Consciously or not, man 
seeks always among those about him an affectionate communion 
based upon the possession of common ideals. The Federation is 
a potent means of bringing into fraternal relations through “the 
understanding of love” students of all races, uniting them in the 
bond of a common quest of that which constitutes the strongest 
“lever” of the human soul: religion. The work of the Federation 
tends to establish through spiritual cultivation a universal brother- 
hood: men of all colours and of every tongue find in the teaching 
of the Federation a harmony which reconciles ethnic differences, 
transcends barriers, overcomes difficulties of language. A com- 
mon faith in the redemptive power of Christianity brings into 
fraternal relations the thinkers of all peoples, cements the 
bonds that unite them, more effectively than the interchange of 
scientific, literary, and artistic opinions has ever been able to do. 
The Federation is creating, in a word, a sane internationalism of 
belief. 


An International City 
Mr. H. Andersen, an American artist residing in Rome, has 
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published a book entitled “An International City”; he believes 
necessary the foundation of a centre to which all nations may 
send news of discoveries, inventions, commercial, scientific, and 
literary productions, in order that they may then be disseminated 
over the face of the earth for the benefit of all mankind. As 
regards spiritual truth, the Federation is already a “world centre” 
which collects and disseminates the religious thought of the 
Christian peoples. 
Unity in Diversity 

Christianity is essentially stable in its fundamental principles ; 
every group of Christians, nevertheless, every Church, every 
Denomination,—because of differences of race, of history, of en- 
vironment, of occupation, and of temperament—sees Christianity, 
in its details, through its own distinct prism. Hence doctrines, 
liturgies, forms, organizations which differ and which sometimes 
seem to conflict. To compile the interpretations of the secondary 
values of religion, and to explain them for the purpose of eliminat- 
ing, in a spirit of reciprocal toleration, grounds of division and 
points of friction among believers, is a highly meritorious work. 
Above all, to interpret the spiritual contribution which every people 
makes, through its most profound Christians, to place all these 
ardent faiths within the reach of the enlightened Christians of 
every race and colour, is to promote the Christian cause,—impart- 
ing through the students to the people a respect for every form 
and manifestation of faith, interchange of the things that are high- 
est in the field of the spirit, and the contemplation of whatever is 
of absolute necessity for the well-being of the soul and therefore 
vital to the spiritual progress of the world. 

Trevelyan, in his interesting works on the history of the 
Italian Risorgimento, points out that students and members of the 
professional classes gave the greater number of heroes and mar- 


’ tyrs for the cause of the Independence of the Peninsula. Suffice 


it to cite as a typical example the preponderance of students 
among the Garibaldi volunteers and among those of the Pied- 
montese army. In Italy, possibly more than in any other country 
of Europe, a little band of the intellectual élite, during the entire 
period from the formation of the Terza Italia even to our days, 
has dominated every national awakening and has carried with it 
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through precept and example the other social classes. To reach 
for the cause of Christ this group of nation-wide influence, to 
arouse it much more fully as to the importance of the spiritual 
factor for the development of the people, is a work which the 
Federation—created expressly for the promption, of spiritual 
activity among students—can and must do. 


“Italy the America of Europe” 


In the April, 1925, number of The Atlantic Monthly the writer, 
Robert Sencourt, thus expresses his thought regarding modern 
Italy: 

“Some used to think that the Latins were worn out; but 

Italy rises exulting in all the exuberance of youth. 

Italy is the America of the European nations to-day.” 

A prodigious awakening of activities, of energies, of good will 
has followed the momentary depression of the post-war period. 
The history of Italy teaches that every awakening, political, 
literary, or commercial, calls into being a parallel religious awak- 
ening. The establishment of the Communes in the Twelfth and 
Thirteenth Centuries—with the affirmation of the strength of 
the people against the overbearing haughtiness of the nobles— 
found a parallel in the Franciscan movement and the theological 
thought of Thomas Aquinas; the Renaissance saw the mysticism 
of Dante, the glory of divine love in Catherine of Siena, the 
struggle of Bernardo Ochino. Certainly, if history teaches any- 
thing, there is ground for hope that with the renewal of modern 
Italy there will be a rediscovery and revival also of that mystic 
vein which the Italian soul undoubtedly possesses. 

With its activity among the students the Federation is preparing 
in Italy a highway over which to receive the prophet or the 
prophets whom the love of God may will to send. 


Federation Retrospect and Forecast 
By F. pE RoucEMONT 


Ir is difficult to study the influence of the World’s Student 
Christian Federation apart from the work of the national or 
local Student Associations. But there is little doubt that the 
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existence of the Federation has so powerfully influenced and 
fostered the local work that one can rightly credit to the former 
much progress which strictly speaking should belong to the sphere 
of the latter. 


Chief Contributions 
1. Special Approach to Student Religious Problems 


The Federation has, so to speak, discovered the existence of 
students as a class with special lines of thought, special interests 
and problems, special mentality, and special temptations. It has 
pointed out the necessity of reaching this class, as yet practically 
untouched in many countries, from the religious point of view, 
on account of their “strategic” importance as future leaders. 

At the same time the World’s Student Christian Federation has 
appointed men and women—the secretaries—to study the special 
needs of the students, and the new methods or the adaptation of 
old ones to meet the needs (e.g., in the line of conferences, Bible 
study work, apologetic campaigns, “foyers’, camps and retreats). 


2. Promotion of International and Inter-racial Understanding 


The Federation has worked towards bringing together East and 
West, races, colours, nations, and tongues in a common en- 
deavour for mutual understanding and mutual help, and starting 
for the first time in history a truly international Christian under- 
taking on a world scale. 

Through its foreign-student work, international conferences 
and camps, the travelling of its secretaries, and the very character 
of its General Committee (not to mention the European Student 
Relief and many other branches of the work), the Federation has 
brought into existence a new spirit of co-operation and a new 
ideal of world brotherhood under the Fatherhood of God. 

It may be said that through its work in various countries the 
Federation has formed the background and the necessary prepara- 
tion for new steps in the history of the Christian Church, such as 
the World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh, 1910, the Chinese 
Church Conference, 1922 (Shanghai), or the Stockholm Confer- 
ence, 1925. The connection between the Student Christian Move- 
ment and these important conferences is not, to be sure, an official 
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one, but the Spirit of God has worked through many Federation 
channels to prepare the way. . 


3. Widening of Horizons and Enrichment of Life 


This interchange of thought, experiences, and methods and this 
world co-operation have resulted in a widening of the religious 
horizon and an enrichment of religious life. 

The bringing together of people varying greatly as to the type 
of their Christian experience or as to the way in which their 
convictions re-act on their everyday life, has resulted several 
times in students’ of one country re-discovering some Christian 
truths under the influence of fellow-students from another land, 
and undergoing a kind of religious revival (e.g., the influence of 
the Student Volunteers, or the study of social and industrial prob- 
lems, or practical work among or with the “working” class). 

One could mention here the wide-spread effort towards renew- 
ing the language of the Christian message and adapting it to the 
mentality and terminology of university students, without depriv- 
ing it of its divine power and uniqueness. 

Or again, exchange of methods has resulted in renewing and 
sharpening the weapons for evangelistic or devotional action 
among the educated classes (e.g., Bible study books or helps, ex- 
change of literature, special kinds of camps or conferences). 


4. Preparation of Leaders of National and International Life 


Through insisting on the enlistment of students for their entire 
lives and through forming auxiliaries, the Federation has prepared 
a group of men now occupying positions of influence in the 
Church, in the Government, both in so-called Christian countries 
and in “mission lands”, and also in the League of Nations. 


5. Study of Problems of the Day 


The Federation has led its members to study frankly in inter- 
national meetings or conferences the most burning problems of 
the day, such as the war, racial or colour prejudices, and the 
theological expression of the Christian faith. This study—less 
difficult among students than among Church or State officials— 
prepares the way for a new, more enlightened, and more indepen- 
dent public opinion on these questions. 
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6. The Federation’s Chief Influence 


But the main influence of the world-wide Student Movement 
and its most lasting and worthy results—for they are the sole firm 
ground for all the others—are the hundreds of thousands of 
individual students who have been led through it to a personal 
and living faith in Christ as their living Saviour, or have received 
new visions, new hopes, and a new consecration to His service. 

Their change of outlook or their conversion has been very 
often produced through the teachings, the influence, the love and 
devotion of those who have for these thirty years, so to speak, 
embodied for thousands of students the Federation: general or 
travelling secretaries, leaders of national Movements, occasional 
workers, all those who have given us a new revelation of the 
power of Christ. For them and for the instrumentality of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation through which they have 
worked, we give thanks to God. 


Points of Chief Emphasis for the Coming Years 
1. Christian Thought 


I would suggest the development of ‘Secretaries’ Conferences” 
for the study of theological and philosophical difficulties as stu- 
dents raise them, into a collaboration with the best professors 
and leaders of different countries, representing various types of 
religious experience, with a view to producing good books on 
subjects of apologetics or Christian doctrine, not from one more 
or less narrow angle of vision, but with as much as possible of 
the wealth of a “world” Christianity. This would mean thor- 
oughly thought-out exposition—and if possible solution—of prob- 
lems like those discussed at High Leigh (the Christian conception 
-of God or the Atonement), including, of course, the Oriental 
interpretation of Christianity (represented by India, China, 


Japan). 
2. The Deepening of Personal Faith 


The best workers should be selected for religious campaigns 
‘among students, not merely among those who are not yet Chris- 
tians, but also and especially among Christian students, for deep- 
ening, enlightening, and strengthening the religious life. 
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3. Co-operation with the Church 


A study should be made of practical ways for uniting the 
efforts of the Federation and those of the Churches—not so much 
the official organs and the heads of the various Churches, as the 
Church in the locality. How could the Federation or the local 
Unions help or be helped by and co-operate with the local Church 
or Churches to bring students to Christ and develop their Chris- 
tian life? In this connection a careful study of the consequences, 
practical working, and limits of the inter-confessional and inter- 
denominational principles of the Federation would be necessary. 

Members of the World’s Student Christian Federation ought 
to be the best members of the Church to which they belong, and 
the Church ought to collaborate actively in the deepening and 
building up of the Christian life of students. 


The Contributions of the Federation, 
Past and Future—New Zealand 


By Gorvon S. Troup 
Past 
1. View of Life as a Campaign 


Tue Federation impressed us first with a most inspiring gospel, 
to be preached to and by students, a gospel that applied to the 
whole life of a student. The Federation seemed to live as a body 
that believed that this gospel needed supremely to be preached, 
and that nobody could proclaim it nearly so effectively as students. 
So the integration of academic interests, the forum, campus life, 
and the spiritual life became a challenge which each generation 
of students accepted and passed on in its turn to the next. The 
impact thus made on college life may impress us by its concen- 
tration or by its dispersion; but it impresses us as very adven- 
turous in any case. 

It is in the journeyings and constructive work of our Federa- 
tion Secretaries that on looking back we see the inspired daring 
of the Federation message in its most concrete form. They 
symbolize in their lives the new and bracing ideal that the Feder- 
ation stood for—life as a real mission, demanding sacrifice, exer- 
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cising powers, developing initiative and organization, and confer- 
ring the richest companionship. Moreover, these Secretaries had 
the gift of reproducing themselves wherever they made contact; 
it was as if they had been sown broadcast over the earth. 

All this time, “foreign missionary” activity, as commonly under- 
stood, held a central place in the activity of our Movement, as 
elsewhere in the Federation. But long before the missionary 
impulse had found its full realization, a fresh appeal was made 
to students to exercise their vocation as a corporate whole. In 
effect, the Federation took up the problems of Christian vocation 
in all walks of life, in the realm of social justice and of inter- 
national peace, and passed each on as a fresh challenge to the 
Movements right out on its farthest bounds. Our own Movement 
would almost certainly have lacked the means and the call to 
attack these problems, except in so far as the Federation brought 
them home as insistent claims. 


2. Expressing Worship through the Work Nearest at Hand 


There would have been little new in the message of the Feder- 
ation regarding the problems of modern life, had not continual 
stress been laid by it on the fact that it is never too soon to begin 
working towards a Christian solution. We found a most fruit- 
ful field, for instance, in Christianizing the relations between the 
sexes in university life, and taking a strong initiative in securing 
fuller recognition of women students. Then again, the living 
conditions of many students were such as to make a fully devel- 
oped personal or community life impossible; there again the 
Student Christian Movement was able to identify itself with prac- 
tical work for improvement. 

By looking a little further afield, the Student Movement found 
in some of our university towns social conditions so radically 
wrong that they not only provided scope for study, but constituted 
a pressing call to action. Voluntary settlement work, service in 
clubs for poor boys, teaching in free continuation night classes, 
all played their part in bringing social study to a point, and 
bridging the gap between study and life. Many spiritual values 
were found in the course of this work. 

“These experiences had certainly prepared the ground to receive 
the call of “Student Relief” in 1921. In our isolation, we thought 
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it at first wellnigh hopeless to issue an appeal on behalf of 
students the width of the world away. But increasing knowledge 
brought increasing sympathy; the practical temper of European 
Student Relief, its onslaught upon the work confronting it, its 
gesture of a World Student Fellowship maintaining at the points 
of greatest stress the standard of culture and vocation, these 
things we could understand as a result of our pilgrimage in the 
Federation. A responsive chord was struck by this note of a 
common task; “work-day”, the antipodean reply to “work- 
student”, united in a day's service and earning hundreds of stu- 
dents throughout the country, and enabled all to participate in the 
latest adventure to which the world-sympathizing, and world- 
challenging Federation called us. 


Future 
Help in Realizing Our Own Student Movement Aims 


For a long time it seemed to us that what we most needed 
from the Federation was a new, all-embracing aim, to follow 
up the earlier slogan “The evangelization of the world in this 
generation”. Now many of us realize that it is not time for the 
Federation to give us another new call; we must first be trained 
to answer such a call effectively. What it can do right now is 
shown in the words expressing the aim of members of the 
writer’s own Movement, “ . . . to prepare themselves by 
study, discipline, and prayer for the tasks of the future.” 

Every Movement has between its aims and its work a hiatus 
which a certain blind spot on the Movement’s retina prevents it 
from seeing. With us, for instance, it comes often as‘a surprise 
to find how many students are actively engaged in church work; 
there is a big proportion so engaged, but it seems to have grown 
fashionable to cloak over church connection. In some continental 
Movements, ecclesiastical influence, on the other hand, seems to 
have reached a point which would, to our minds, prove most 
embarrassing to self-expression. Yet part of our aim is 
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to call students . . . to enter the fellowship of 
worship, thought, and service which is the heritage of the 
Christian Church”; while the other Movements mentioned claim 
full freedom from all church organization and control. Clearly, 
we are both wide of our mark, but we need each to see the other 
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before we realize our faulty aim; and it is only a Federation 
representative, or a Federation contact that can put each in the 
presence of the other, 

A kindred question is raised by the co-operation of Student 
Christian Movement members with other students in common 
tasks such as “International Student Service’, We have taken 
the view that so long as the work was done, money and material 
collected, it mattered little whether our collaborators knew why 
we had set the work in train, or what we represented. At the 
other extreme, the writer has talked with those who would have 
every activity of the Federation capitalized on spiritually. Here 
is a real need for plain, accurate speaking, and for a perfectly 
natural attitude towards Federation achievements, keeping as high 
above undue complacency as above undue modesty. The relation 
of all such works to the main purpose should be clearly exposed 
at every stage of their evolution; and National Movements should 
be, in the kindliest and most judicious way, kept up to the 
mark in this respect by the Federation. 

We can see our own Movement, its work, its aims, only im- 
perfectly. We too often see other Movements only to judge them 
on still less complete knowledge. The result is that we are struck 
by the differences we observe, and our first impulse is to seek 
a standardizing of forms—preferably towards our own. But the 
Federation must show us constantly that not by minimization, but 
by maximization of each national contribution, can any unity 
worth having be achieved. 

In a word, then, the phase of the Federation (past and future) 
with which I have dealt has been its work of integration. It 
has attacked divisive forces; there are still others offering battle. 
It has opened doors; there are yet other water-tight compart- 
ments, within, and between Movements. It has broken down 
barriers of partition, crossed frontiers ; still there is a call of 


“Something lost behind the ranges, 
Something hidden, go you there.” 


We must try to see our membership, our problems, our field as 
objectively and as sympathetically as if we could take all in with 
one synoptic view. We have an honoured post in a world-wide 
Federation in the face of a world-wide enemy ; and He who calls 
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us expects us to begin to win now. Our world-wide extent means 
that we have nerves infinitely sensitive extending wherever on 
God’s earth there is any suffering to share, joy to radiate, chal- 
lenge to sound, appeal to hear—anything, in short, that makes 
life worth living. And we have sinews that girdle the world 
with potential strength, and a pulse that transmits to each centre 
of thought and action, force and life that are not of this world. 


Contributions of the Federation and Points 
That Should Be Emphasized 


By Rozsert P. WILDER 


I. Chief Contributions of the World’s Student Christian 
Federation 


In making it possible for the Christian students of all lands to 
form.a world brotherhood the Federation has made a vital contri- 
bution to Christian unity. When the Federation was formed 
thirty years ago two courses were open to its leaders, either to 
organize a world’s student Christian movement or to organize a 
world’s student Christian federation of constituent movements. 
The latter plan was adopted with the result that each Movement 
is free to preserve its own national characteristics and to follow 
its own methods and genius, provided it conform to the central 
aim and basis of the Federation. 


1. Unity in Diversity 


In matters of religion this principle has saved the Federation 
from the peril of undenominationalism and of the least-common- 
denominator type of Christianity. An Anglican bishop expressed 
the situation aptly by saying: “Each member of the Federation is 
urged to bring with him into the Federation not only the bull’s- 
eye (which all Christians have in common) but his entire target 
of belief, even though that target may be much larger or smaller 
than the targets of other members.” By the bull’s-eye he meant 
belief in the Deity of Jesus Christ, which is essential for mem- 
bership. 
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In working out its plan of unity the Federation has wisely 
proceeded along interconfessional and extra-ecclesiastical lines. 
The first field of the Federation’s activities was almost exclusively 
in Protestant lands. When it organized Movements in non- 
Christian lands like India, China, and Japan, its membership con- 
sisted almost entirely of Protestant students. Later came the 
stage of expansion into countries where non-Protestant forms of 
Christianity prevail. In these the only hope of establishing vital 
Student Christian Movements was in adopting a personal basis of 
membership, permitting any student to join who has a personal 
faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, whether he belongs to 
any church or to no church. It may be well to illustrate this 
principle in action. In South-eastern Europe at a meeting of 
university students a professor asked the writer of this article 
the question: “If the Church is doing its duty, why is a World’s 
Student Christian Federation needed?” The Church he referred 
to was a non-Protestant Church. I replied: “The foundations of 
Christianity were laid not in Byzantium to which the Eastern 
Orthodox looks, nor in Rome to which the Roman Catholic 
refers, nor in Wittenberg to which many Protestants turn; but 
on Golgotha. The leaders of the Federation seek to bring the 
students of the world past Wittenberg, Rome, and Byzantium to 
the great Christ of Golgotha who alone can unite and empower.” 


2. Emphasis Upon the Centrality of Christ 


What has been written leads naturally to the greatest contribu- 
tion of the Federation, namely the Christo-centric. From its 
formation the main purpose of the Federation has been to win 
students to Christ, to build them up in Him, and to encourage 
them to work for Him. That is, from the first the chief emphasis 
has been not on any system of belief, however essential, nor on 
any organization, however necessary, but on Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church and the Giver of life, whom all Christians 
profess to follow. 

In this emphasis on the centrality of Jesus Christ the Feder- 
ation has sounded no uncertain note. By Christ has been meant 
not only Christ as example, but Christ as Lord and Saviour. In 
Article II of the Constitution of the Federation it is stated that 
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the Federation is to promote the following activity: “To lead 
students to accept the Christian faith in God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, according to the Scriptures and to live as true dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ.” By exalting the redemptive love of 
God as revealed in the crucified and risen Christ the Federation 
has won students to Christ in all parts of the world: 


3. Practical Internationalism 


The Federation’s contribution to internationalism can be seen 
by the fact that no link in its chain of world-wide brotherhood 
was broken during the World War. In reality it was perhaps 
the only international Christian organization of which this can 
be said. The magnificent work done by Student Relief also illus- 
trates its contribution to practical internationalism. 


II. Points of Future Emphasis 
1. Evangelism 


The Federation should place emphasis on evangelism. There 
is a real danger that the pressure of so many good and important 
interests seeking a place on the programmes of the various 
Student Christian Movements may crowd out evangelism from 
the central position it has occupied in the past history of the 
Federation. Is there not a real peril, in our day, of students’ 
becoming so absorbed in the discussion of the problems of war, 
race, and world industry, as to lose sight of their own personal 
needs? The study of these problems furnishes wonderful oppor- 
tunities to present to students Jesus Christ who is our peace and 
who alone can break down the middle walls separating classes, 
nations, and races. Are we using these opportunities? It is only 
in the proportion in which individuals are won to Christ that 
society can be changed and industrial conditions can be improved. 
Never was a sane, strong evangelism more needed than it is to-day 
and never has it met with a heartier response from students than 
it is meeting in our time. Students want reality, but they are 
tired of professionalism and formalism. They wish to know if a 
life of victory and spiritual power is possible now and for them. 
Could the Federation do better than secure a few workers, skilled 
in evangelism, to visit the chief university centres of the world— 
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not primarily as advocates of Christianity, but as witnesses to 
the power of the crucified and living Christ? 


2. Bible Study 


The Federation should place emphasis on Bible study. In the 
earlier years of the Federation’s history evangelism, prayer, and 
Bible study constituted the central activities of the membership. 
The intensive deepening of the members’ lives resulted in the 
extensive winning of others to Christ. Lately in some Move- 
ments there seems to be a tendency that may result in Bible study’s 
losing its central place. If this continues these Movements. will 
cease to be evangelistic and missionary. We need to take to heart 
the searching words uttered by Principal David Cairns at the 
Lake Mohonk Conference of the Federation, when he said: 


~ “We had in my country a great coal strike a year or two 
ago. The men in all the pits refused to work, and there fell 
upon the country the strangest paralysis. One saw the 
shadow falling gradually like that of an eclipse. Gradually 
factories closed, railway companies struck off the trains, 
power houses were closed. We got a lesson such as history 
never gave us before of the dependence of everything upon 
the real sources of power, in those smokeless quarters of the 
great cities. That slowing down of things showed that we 
were living on the accumulated sources of power. Now 
sometimes as one looks upon this life of to-day, one is 
impressed that we are living upon the accumulated power of 
the past, the momentum that leaders of the past have given 
the Federation and are still giving it. No great spiritual 
achievement can be wrought on these terms. If the men are 
not down in the mines, mining deeper and deeper into the 
Word of Revelation and bringing up the power, all this 
splendid promise of the Federation will die, will become dim 
and shadowy, and you will have left only a happy memory of 
the past with a deadly pang in the heart of it all.” 


The Federation should place emphasis on the trustworthiness 
of the Sacred Scriptures. In our day when philosophical and 
scientific doubts are so wide-spread students are asking whether 
Christianity has an historical foundation in the Sacred Records 
upon which they can rest as an adequate basis of authority. 
Would it not be well for the Federation to place at the disposal 
of such students more apologetic helps drawn from recent dis- 
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coveries in fields of archeological research and from the ry 
of comparative religion? 


3. Foreign Missions 

The Federation should place emphasis on the work of missions. 
For two years in succession one of the Movements within the 
Federation has reported: “Our students are more interested in 
internationalism and student relief than in missions.” In several 
Movements there is a tendency to feel that the hour is very near 
when the indigenous Churches will be ready to take over the 
responsibility for evangelizing the unevangelized parts of the 
world and when the missionary societies of Europe, North — 
America, and Australasia can withdraw their workers. This view 
in some quarters prevails in spite of the fact that half the popula- 
tion of the world has not heard of Christ and that responsible 
leaders of indigenous Churches are urging the missionary societies 
not to lessen the number of foreign missionaries they send abroad 
(e.g., the word of Dr. C. Y. Cheng, chairman of the National 
Christian Conference, Shanghai, May, 1922): 

“The Church is seeking more missionaries. It is far from 
our purpose to give the impression that the coming forward 
of Chinese means that the missionaries are to retire from the 
scene, and that more of them are not needed . . . There 
is a real need of, and room for, more new missionaries in 
China. In a sense, they are needed to-day more than ever 
before . . . We need those who have a real understand- 
ing of, and desire for, international brotherhood, and the 
spirit of tolerance with those who differ from them. In a 


word, we need missionaries who are after the heart of God 
to “come over and help us’.” 


Cannot the Federation render a real service to the speedy 
evangelization of the world by showing Christian students the 
continued calls for missionaries as well as the kind of missionaries 
needed in the many fields where there is a rising tide of national- 
ism and a rapidly growing strength in indigenous Churches? 
The cry now should be not “send out fewer,” but “more mis- 
sionaries, who are willing to decrease in order that indigenous 
church leaders may increase in power and influence.” 


4. Prayer and Consecration 
The Federation should place emphasis on prayer and consecra- 
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tion. A leader of a Student Christian Movement said to me 
recently, “What causes us most concern is that the spirit of spon- 
taneous and informal prayer seems to be lacking in our Move- 
ment.” In other Movements also united prayer seems to be in- 
creasingly a problem. Let us hope that private prayer continues 
where corporate prayer is diminishing or losing its spontaneity. 
Without private and corporate prayer that is effective, can any 
Movement in the Federation be vital? Most of these Movements 
began in individual and united prayer on the heights of spiritual 
vision and devotion. Shall any end in the stagnant. swamps of 
mechanical and lifeless organizations? Let us see to it that all 
our Movements reach the broad seas of God’s full purpose and 
reach them with an abundant entrance and not through narrow 
channels almost choked by the silt which they have accumulated 
while passing through the plains of the materialistic, self-seeking 
agnosticism of the university world of our day. 
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